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Negislative Hssembly,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p-m., and read prayers.

COMMISSION FOR SWEARING-IN.

The SPEAKER announced that he had
received from His Excellency the Gover-
nor & Commission authorising him to ad-
minister to members of the Legislative
Assembly who might have to be sworn,
the oath or affirmation.-

QUESTION—-RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD REPORTS.

My, FRANK WILSON {Sussex) asked
the Premier (without notice): ill he
lay on tle Table the reports of the ad-
visory board in connection with proposed
new railways?

The PREMIER: Yes.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premijer: 1, Sixth annonal re-
port of the Public Service Commissioner.
2, Annual report of the Musenm and Art
Gallery.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
moved—

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch of
business on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, at 2.30 p.m., and shall sit
until 6.15 pom., if necessary; and, if
requisite, from 7.30 pm. onwards.
Mr. FRANK WILSON: Would the

Premier make the hour of meeting 3

o’clock instead of 2.30. 1t would give

members a chance to get up from town.
The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It would be
more convenienl to members, on the Op-
position side at any rate, and he believed
to members on the other side also, if the
House were to meet at 3 o’elock instead
of at 2.30. The latter hour was all right
for members who lancehed on the premises,
but if one was lunching in town or at
home it was a bit of a rush to get to the
Flouse at 2.30, He threw it ont as a sug-
gestion fo the Premier that the House
should meet at 3 o’clock.

The PREMIER: The Government had
given the closest econsideration (o .this
question, and had really granted a eon-
cession to members when deciding to meet
at 2.30. Tf necessary the House would
be asked to meet earlier before the session
closed. He did not think that meeting at
2.30 was asking too much of members, be-
eause it was not of much use going baek
to office after lunch, and in the cirenm-
stances it was just as easy to gel here at
2,30 as at 3 o’clock.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE.

On motion by the PREMIEE (Hon. J.
Seaddan) resolved:—“That on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, and on Wednesday, Nov-
ember 8th, and each alternate Wednesday
thereafter, Government business shaill take
precedence of all Motions and Ovders of
the Day.”

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the PREMIER Hon. J.
Scaddan) sessional committees were ap-
pointed as follow:—

House Committee.—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Taylor, Mr. Underwood, Mr. Male, and
Mr. Monger, with leave to sit during any
adjournment and during the reecess, and
with anthority te act jointly with the
House Commitiee of the Legislative Coun-
eil.

Library Committee.—My. Speaker, Mr.
Turvey, and Mr. Wisdom, with leave to
sit during any adjournment and duaring
the recess, and with authority to aet



jointly with the Library Committee of the
Legislative Couneil.

Printing Committee.—dr. Speaker, Mr,
Price, and Mr. Allen, to assist M
Speaker in all matters which relate to the
printing exeented by order of the House,
and for the purpese of selecting and ar-
ranging for printing returns and papers
presented in pursuance of motions made
by members, and all papers laid upon the
Table, whether in answer to addresses or
otherwise.

Standing Orders Committee. — Mr.
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees,
Mr. Hudson, Mr. Nanson, and Mr. Lefroy,
with leave to sit during any adjournment
and with aothority to eonfer upon sub-
jects of mutual concernment with any
Committee appointed for similar pur-
poses by the Legislative Couneil.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second day.

Debate resumed from the 1st November.

My, FRANK WILSON (Sussex): The
mover of the Address-in-reply to ihe Gov-
ernor’s Speech on the opening day of
the session made a very pertinent ve-
mark when he staled that the elections
had givenr such an overwhelming majority
in favour of the Labowr party fthat he
thought they might be forgiven if they
did a littie gentle erowing. Al least. he
sugzested {hat he would not do the erow-
ing himself, but that some of the other
members o follow him would do all the
crowing necessary on this oceasion. Since
the general elections we have bad, T am
sorry to say, two other elections for
another place, and on both oceasions
labour has scored again. Therefore, I
am open to admit at once that the mem-
bers on the Minisierial benches have every
reason fo crow and be proud of the vie-
tory they have scored at the hands of
electors, and I for one am not going to
take any offence if they do crow a little.
They may flap their wings as they like,
and crow as well.

Mr. Heitmann: Long and loud.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Yes, long and
loud, and T am not going to take any
offence because the people have given a

[7 Novemegr, 1911.] 27

decision in their favour. The Government
have every excuse for saying that they
have reeeived a mandate from the people,
because the large perceniage of voies re-
eorded at lhe recent election shows that
the people, whether they voted rightly
or wrongly—of course, I think wrongly—
at any raic gave a deeisive mandate ta
the Government to earry out their poliey.
1t 35 an extraordinary policy to my mind,
a policy whiech I think will work ill to
this eounfry if carvied out to itz full
extent, '

Mr. Bolion: Not many agree with you.

Mr., FRANK WILSON: Yes, a good
many. Oulside of the hon. members who
werg returned unopposed, just as many
people voled liberal as voted labonr—per-
haps the hon, member is not aware of
that—and those who voted liberal agree
with me that the policy of the Labour
party will work ill to the country if car-
ried out in its entivety. I think that
policy is remarkable for its inconsistency,
and for its insineerity. No stagnation, we
are told by the Premier, is to {ake place
in Western Australin, no confiscation is
to take place, no interference with ex-
isting land titles; and yet (he first action
of the Minister for Lands was to promul-
gate certain regulations which could only
be eonstrued into bringing about all three
of these to some extent. These regula-
lions which stop {ransfers have been
introduced by the Minister, I am fully
aware, according to his stalements, with
the objeet of endeavouring to put a stop
to what he termed land specnlation. It
is easy lo talk about land speculation,
and if we see land speculation pure and
simple I think anyone of us will agree
with the Minister that every effort should
be made to put a step to it, but it is very
hard to draw rhe line of demarcation be-
tween legitimate Iand dealing and land
speculation pure and simple, and there
I think the Minister has made a mistake
and has formulated regulations which arve
not going to have the effect that e thinks
they will have, and are certainly going
to injure the small man, the small farmer,
who may get into a tight corner and can-
not denl with his land. Tt seetes {0 me that
our one object should be, in this great
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country of ours with so many millions of
acres at our disposal, to gei those acres
peopled as quickly as we consistently ean,
to get them put under cultivation in order
that we may bring forth from the earth
that wealth which goes towards building
up so largely a prosperous country and
a prosperous people. That, at any rate,
I claim has heen the objecr, and the one
object, of the late Government. If we
do anything now that is going to interfere
with the carrying out of tlint noliey, then
we are injuring the people and injuring
the State, we are not assisting forward the
country as a whole; and it appeals to me
in this way, that while we may be legiti-
mately setting a trap to catch the one
great thief who deals in land for the
purpose of reaping the unearned inere-
ment, we may be hurting the 50 legitimate
settlers who, from one cireumstanee or
another, have failed to make a success of
their undertakings and are wishful of
transferring their properties tor a con-
gideration to others. So far as the State
is concerned, T cannot get away from
this aspee{ of the question, that it matters
not who miproves the land so long as the
laud be 1mproved; and whelher it is Tom
Jones who has taken nup a block and gone
on as far as ha ean with the funds at bis
comman:d with improvements, and then
has to pass it over to Mr, Brown, whether
it ha Jones or Brown that cultivates or
improves the land, it matters not oue
jota to the State as a whole. What we
want is the national estate improved, and
made to produce the wealth whieh it un-
doubtedly possesses, and it is of less im-
portance who is the man, the humble in-
strument who carries out that work. I
notice the Premier, with his usual facility,
when addressing a body of business men
at Fremantle the other night, immediately
heging to Lrim his sails to the wind. e
did that on several oeccasions durving the
elections,

Hon. W. C. Angwin [Henorary Mini-
ster} : He was very foolish to do that at
Fremautle,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That may be
s0, but he did it. He made use of somwe
very remarkable words 1o the members
of the Chamber of Commerce whose hos-

pitality he was enjoying at the time.
In connection wwith these land regulations
he said—

The Government had no desire to
interfere with genunine land settlers, with
the men who were really desirous of
cultivating their land, whether by their
own hands or by their capital. They
did not intend to interfere with those
institutions which had helped them on
to the land. If their proposals were
going to have the effeet of interference
they would bring about alterations.

There you have the complacent Premier,
the pliable Premier, trying to palliate the
man with capital at Fremantle, trying to
tell him, “I[t is all right; my colleagne
kas put these regulations on which are
interfering with the legitimate trausfer
of land.”

The Premier: I did not say anything
of the kind.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Did yon not
use these words?

The Premier: Yes; but not the words
You are using now.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I am pautting
on them the eonstruetion your andience
put on them when they applauded so
londly. “But if these regulations were
going to have the effect of interfering
they would bring about alterations.’

The Premier: “If."”

Mr, FRANK WILSON:
course.

The Premier: I do not think they will.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: They have al-
ready; no doubt about it; you ean hear
it in the streef every day in the week,
every hour of the day,

Mr. Heitmann: In St, George’s-terrace;
the St. George’s-terrace farmer,

My, FRANK WILSON: Exactly; in
St. George’s-terrace, the centre of busi-
ness and commerce in Western Ausiralin.
I suppose {he hon. member would do
away with i, and with all who therein
dwell.

Mr, Heitmann:
a few of them.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Some of the
hen. memher’s colleagues have offices in
St. George’s-terrace; even the Minister

“IfT;  of

We could do without
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for Justice has; but the lhon. member
would sweep them ount of existence.

Mr. Heitmann: The Minister has a
better one in the Supreme Court building.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That is not
his; it belongs to the State. While I am
very wishful of giving the Government
every credit for the best of intentions, I
want to drive the point home, that, while
they are experimenting with their legisla-
tion and their regulations, thwe country is
suffering. It is very easy to stop the
country’s progress, and even the Premier
will admit that during the past six years,
at any rate, Western Australia hag en-
joyed very considerable prosperity. It
is very easy to put a spoke in the wheel
of progress and prosperity, and very diffi-
colt to get the State coach started once
more if you do so. I speak from con-
siderable experience,

The Premier: Did yeu put a spoke in?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Ng; I came
in to remove the spoke that the Labour
Government put in. As the hon. member
knows, six years ago when their finances
were indeed in a mess, and they did not
know which way to look, and had io throw
up the sponge. we eame along and set the
coach going and brought prosverity on the
State; we renewed confidence in the in-
dividual, we directed the efforts of the
people in the right channel, and the result
was progress and prosperity. We re-
moved the sprag that had been pluced on
the wheels of the coach and got it going
again. I do not wish to explain the rea-
sons for the result of the elections; they
do not bear explanation any further than
that evidenily the people wanted a change
and they got it with a vengeance; but as
kindly as possible I wish to protest for
a mimufe against some of the public state-
ments of my opponents during the recent
elections. T wish to point out to the Pre-
mier. who issued a eircular which bears
his own name with these wovds in it—

Conirast the Labour party’s policy
with Premier Wilson’s proposal to
egrant the freehold on millions of acres
at present leased to eattle kings and
mining and absentee owners, and eor-
morant timber cobines,

When he issued this and spread it broad-
cast through my electorate it was playing
it very low down, and I think the least
he eonld have done was to have withdrawn
thai leaflet and apologised for it when
his attention was drawn to it. Then we
have another lovely thing here in the name
of Mr. Alee McCallum, Trades Hall,
Perth.

My, Heitmann: A good man,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: My, McCal-
lum said,

Every resident, whether land-owner
or nof, whose income iz £2 a week will
pay 10s. annually.

This was headed “Governmeni's proposed
income tax,” taken from a statement made
by the Premier. I denied it. and peinted
out where he had made the mistake, but he
had not the manliness to own up to it.
T was rather surprised at this hecause 1
have always found the Preinicr has been.
as far as my experience gocs. ready to cor-
rect a misstatement. This was a very griev-
ous misstatement, because wy proposal
was nothing of the sort, as the hon. mem-
ber kuows. The mistake was made in tak-
ing the wrong Queensland JAe¢t. However,
this pamphlet was spread through my
electorate, and other electorates, and left
there until after election day and never
contradicted. Here is another misstate-
ment—

The Wilson (Jovernment propose to
remove taxation from the land on to the
people and to the food of the people.

That is a gross misstatement; it is playing
the game low down, Let us fight and
fight as bitferly as we like when on the
hunstings. but let us stick to facts.

Mr. Heitmann: “The pot calling the
ketfle” now,

Ar, FRANK WILSON: It is just as
well to let the hon. member know swhere
his mistakes are, so that he wiil not com-
mit them in future, so that his party may
not be gunilty of such fighting in the
future. We have had considerable ex-
citement in the past few days over the re-
appointment of the Publie Service Com-
missioner, and the Premier has asked
what T think about it, and has sngrested
that T might say something in the House
this afternoon. T have already given my
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statement to the Press, but I want to
kuow from the Premier if he will kindly
let the House know whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to fulfil the
agreement that was made by the late Gov-
ernment in counection with this matter.

Hon. W. C, Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : An agreement that should never
have been made.

My, FRANK WILSON: If it should
never have bheen made then perhaps rea-
sons will be given for this vindictive out-
burst, which looks fo me, and to the pub-
lte, as if the Public Service Commissioner
l1ad to be sacrificed. Tf the Public Serviee
Commissioner 15 nof to he reappointed
then, I take it. the people of the State will
want to know the reason why.

Mr. Bolton: They will want to know
why he was reappointed.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : .They do know
why.

Mr. Bolton: They are asking yet, There
is something bebind the gun,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: No. The
hon, member has nol read the newspapers
lately evidently. The publie want. to
know what understanding there was he-
fween hon. members opposite and the
Civil Service Assoeiation, that the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner would not be
reappoinied.

The Premier: Did vou see the remarks
of vour late colleayue in the TWest Aus-
tralian: do you indorse thewn?

My, FRANK WILSON: Yes; I gave
my own interview. Now. I ean quite un-
derstand that people do feel a bit con-
cerned over this matter, becanse when the
Premier uses strong language, when he
talks abont a monstrous thing, an nnwar-
ranied thing, an unheard of thing, it is
presumable he feels very keenly and that
it is something at any rate he did not wish
to see carried out, The justification for
the appoiniment is on the file, and al-
thougli I am aware it is not customary
to put personal files on the Table of the
House. I would sugeest to the Premier
there 18 no harm in removing the letters
and correspondence from that peisonal
file and putting them on the Table. Tt
seems to me thal while we all suffer very
eonsiderahly—at any rate the public does

—and talk a good deal, a section of it,.
the section which I represent lhere, about
the tyranny of caucus and the Trades
Hall, it is undoubted in this State——

Me, Swan: “MeCallum and his Trades
Union mob.”

Mr, FRANK WILSON: The hon
nmember is ungenerous, because he knows
I did not make use of that expression.

Mr. Swan: 1 certainly understood it
Was your expression.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The reporter
who was at the meeting said there was no-
sneh remark made.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That was the reporter you used to.
take about with you,

My FRANK WILSON: I took all the
reporters about with me, and the hon..
member will probably take reporters
about with him.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : T know it was done in some places,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I was point-
ing out that we are fighting against the
tyranny of eancus as being inimical to
the general weal of the people, and if we
are going fo bow o the tyranny of the
Civil Service Association and the publie
service it will be mueh worse. Once the
public service gets control of this House
and the (Government, we shall have trouble
in Western Austrabia, and as sure as fate
the time will come when the rest of the
public will rise in protest and do what
was done in Vieloria years ago; they will
have a Black Wednesday and take away
the franchise from the Service

Mr, Green: And rvestore it again,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If that is
not done the public will do away with the
Premier and his colleagues.

The Premier: Lf yon are going to wait
for that time to come you will be a long-
time in opposition.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: We shall
have three years to wail in opposition,
that i if hon. meinbers opposite ean keep
peace amongst themselves. If they exer-
cise that care and discretion which the
Premier 1s renowned for, possibly the
difficulty will be avoided.

The Premier: If we ean bring the
tyvanny of caueus to bear like you did.
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Mr. FRANK WILSON :"We never had
anything te do with eancus. I want to
point out that His Excellency’s Speech,
although counched in excellent langunage
and bearing the trade mark of the Minister
for Justice to some extent, is very meagre
in the way of definite pronouncements.
The first thing that eatehes my eye is the
question of the political rights of citizens.
T want to point out to the House that if
it refers fo the publie serviee, a5 I believe
it does, and if it means that they are to
have absolute freedom, just ns an ovdinary
citizen, to go on to the, platform and
criticise the Government of the day, whe-
ther it be my friends opposite or mem-
bers on this side of the ¥onse, should
they be in power, then I shall oppose it
tooth and uail, and T hope the Govern-
ment will think twice hefore they intro-
duce such a proposal. Once vou permit
ihe members of the eivil service to take
the platform and eriticise the Government
they are serving and the heads of the de-
partments, and then allow them to go
back and take their old positions, then
you are going to have the corrupt times
in Western Australia which were brought
inte vogue in America, Then if the Gov-
ernment goes out, their friends in the eivit
service will go out with them, and the new
Government will bring in their friends
and supporters. This system stands con-
demned in every State in the Common-
wealth, in fact I think in every part of
the British Empire. I do not think that
is the desire of the Government, althongh
T am afraid it i1s, becanse the nublic ser-
vants have all the rights we possess so
far as exercising the franchise is econ-
cerned ; they have perfect freedom of con-
-science to vote as they like, and the only
thing is that they are prohibited by regu-
lations to go on the platform and take an
active and public part in ¢leetions or as-
gist any special party.

An hon. member:
should be.

The Premier: TUnless they are engaged
by Ministers as special correspoendents.

That is only as it

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I do not know
-of anyone having been engaged hy a Min-
ister as special correspondenc.

The Minister for Mines: Ask the ex-
Minister for Lands whether he had one.

The Premier: Who did you take around
with you in the Ministerial ear at election
time?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I only took
my seeretary just as the hon. member does
now. The references in the Governor’s
Speech to the goldfields and to the result
of the geological survey bhetwen Aount
Jackson and Lake Barlee are certainly
a tribute to my late colleague, Mr. Greg-
ory, and [ am happy to think that at any
rate his successor has been able to find
some good work which the late Minister
for Mines did in the Mines Department.
I hope that the expression eontained in
the Governor’s Speech that the result will
be the opening np of a comparatively new
district, and that new life will be given to
that gveat industry to which we owe so
much, will he fulfilled. The absence of
any mention of Railway Bills for gold-
fields or proposals for railway construe-
tion must, I think, be a bitter disappoint-
ment to the Kalgoorlie Miner for instance,
and to those members who received the
confidence of those electorates at the gen-
eral elections. The Marvel Loch locality
is referred to as showing very hopefuol
signs of a bright future, but we do not
hear anything about giving the Marvel
Loeh facilities for railway eommunication
which the Advisory Board reeommended
so strongly.

The Minister for Mines: We gave them
a water supply in a week, whieh vou hung
up for six months,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member completed the water snpply which
we started. The Minister for Works has
eiven water supplies to the agricultural
districts and takes ervedit for having done
so whilst, as a matier of fact, the depart-
ment had been working on these water
supplies for months past, and finding the
position just ripe when he goes into office
the Minister carries it into effect. I was
pointing out thaf although there is a re-
port from experts which fully warrants
the construction of a railway from South-
ern Cross to Marvel Loeh and beyond,
yel we have no word in the Govemnor's
Speeeh that the railway 15 to be under-
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taken. It seems {o me thai notwithstand-
ing the loud protestations which have
been made by Ministers to ihe country,
we are shelving these imporiant works
and we are drvifting back (o the mark-
time policy of the previous Labour ad-
ministration. I should like to know
whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to shelve all public works until
they ecan get their Publie Works Parlia-
mentary Commiitee ap- ointed.
Mzr, Bolton: That will not be long.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It will not
take long to appeint the Committee, bul
it will take a good time for that Com-
mitiee to get the hang of the necessity
for public works thronghout Western
Australia, The Advisory Boards have
been working on these for the. past
eighteen months.

The Minister for Justice: They would
be at the serviee of the Committee.

Mr. FRANIK WILSON: Of comwue,
but what is the good of the Committce
relying on the Advisory Beard, Had we
not better take the reports which the Pre-
mier has promised to lay on the Table of
the House to-morrow and consider
whether the recommendations contained
in them are justified or not.

The Premier: Do vou know that we
are not going to do that?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Of course I
de. This is the hon. membher's speech
I suppose. We have it here that in the first
session a Bill will be introduced for the
appointment of a Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee for Public Works wilh the
view of undertaking a vigorons and at the
same time an enduring publie works
poliecy. Can anyone vead that and say
whether the Government will de
anyvthing wuntil they have appointed
the eommiitee? Tt means that the
Government are going {o hang up
evervihing and hang up the ecoun-
trv. T have a Dbig inferest in ihis
matter beeanse I represent a portion of
Western Australia which is renowned for
its fertility and its sparse population, the
great Sonth-Western corner of this State.

M. Bolton: It is suggested that is why
you are here.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: If the hen.
member does not look after Jandakot a
little better than he looked after North
Fremantle when he represented that con-
slitueney, I am afraid that al the next
election ‘hey will vote azainst him down
there. I rvepresent as I said this vast
South-Western corner which has great
possibilities. T should say that I repre-
sent the entrance to if, because I believe
a good portion of it is now represented
by my namesake, the member for Cellie.
It is none the less valuable for that and
it is eertainly a country thal should he
developed and developed prompily. It
does not suffer from the excessive droughts
which a certain portion of the easrern
distriets is suffering from at the present
time, and it should be opened up by a
railway in order to settle there those duiry
farmers that the country wants so badly.
We have the recommendations of the Ad-
visory Board to construet a rallway in the
distriet, and more especially did they re-
commend a railway from Busselton soulh-
wards towards the Margaret River. T
want to see the work carried out promptly.
I do not want to wait until next year or
until the appointment of the Publie
Works or Parliamentary Committee which
can only go over the work already done
so well by the Advisory Board.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is that the most urgent
worlk

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It is so far
as I am concerned. If we are to advance
this conntry we must do it prompily. it
will brook of no delay. The works which
have been outlined, and especially the rail-
ways mnust be pushed forward. I do not
care how many Parliamentary Commit-
tees there may be appointed, they st
come to (he one eonclusion. (hat this
South-Western dislriet must be fapped by
railway eonstruction, nand if il is tapped
a profitable resull will follow from the
settlement which will take place there.
Buf the Speech makes no menlion of rail-
ways such as I describe except in general
terms and it makes no mention of other
railways which Ministers have referred to
during their eleciion speeches. I do not
see any mention with regard to the Es-
perance railway which was promised, I
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believe, by the Premier on one cecasion
on the goidflelds. [ wonder what the
hon. member for Narrogin is Lhinking
now about this question.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: T was just think-
ine about the parochial dodge you tried to
play.  You lried to draw 7 red herring
across the trail. You tried io bluft ihe
farmers but they were toc broadminded,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: There is no
mention of the railway in the Speech; is
that not a red herring?

The Minister for Justice: Tt is a lively
herring.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It is a very
smoky herring and it will vemain smoky
5o far as the member for Narrogin is
concerned, and let me assure him so far
as the life of this Parliament i= concerned.
Then what has becowme of the Bunbury
harbour? The member for Bunbury made
a definite promise that if the Labour
party weve returned it would be immedi-
ately gone on with.

My. Thomas: Wilth your assisfunce it
will be,

Mr. FRANIK WILSON: T will give the
hon, member every assistance that I can,
for it is a zood work, These are all big
works which should have heen mentioned
in the Speech., There is no Wagin-Dark-
an railway to be constructed in order to
tap the wheat country and bring the pro-
duce of the farmers direet to Bunbury,
the natural port for the distriet, but in-
stead, we have a statement from the Pre-
mier that this Wagin-Darkan railway will
have to he referred to the Parliamentary
commitiee. See how the whole bunsiness
is being hung up. They are not poing
to make any progress. I think hon. mem-
hers on {he other side of the House. who
have erticised the late Governmend, will
shortly have to be repelling attacks from
within their own boundaries.

Mr. Walker: Wonldn’t you like fo see
it?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Yes, because
I want fo see the country progress, and
if the (lovernment are stirred up they will
probably get some of these works going.
The Bills mentioned in the Speech are

mainly, T think I may claim, the measures’

outlined by the Wilson Government. For

instance, there is the Bill for the Homes
for the People, which will have my hearty
support, the amending of the Agriculiural
Bank Aeci, the Public Service Appeal
Board, and the Early Closing Act amend-
ment, exacily on the lines which we out-
lined in the policy speech. Then we have
a most vemarkable Bill for the reduction
of Ministerial salaries, and of the salaries
of certain Parliamentary officials. T can
only characterise that measuve as a piece
of arrant humbung, It is gross hypoerisy
on the part of Ministers to bring in a
measure of this sovt and te grant inier-
views, such as the Premier did the other
day, in connection with the Bill. To my
mind it shows a somewhat mean spirit, if
I cannot eall it anything stronger, simply
playing to the gallery and humbugging
the public. Hon. members who were in
the last Parliament will remember that
not the slightest opposition was offered
when the proposal was made to increase
Ministers’ salaries. Now I am nof going
to object to Ministers placing their own
value on (heir serviees. The Minister for
Justice Awing the last sessign of Parlia-
ment was very wralh because hon, mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
at that time would not agree to raise
members’ salaries to £400. He asked
“What ave you afraid of? Have you not
the honesty to express your convietion in
this matter, although you think we are
worthy of £400% Why not support it,
why not mnke it retrospective, why not do
anything so long as youn are eonvinced
that you are right? T want to point
ont where, to my mind, this latest attiinde
seems soniewhat cowardly. T do not like
to use that word; perhaps T had better
not use it; 1T will say it is mean to bring
in a Bill of this deseription, becnuse when
spealing on ihe mofion to increase the
payment of members I clearty stated that
it was inteuded to increase Ministers’ sal-
aries. The subsequent dehate did not
bring any word of protest from the Oppo-
sition side of the House, and when, three
months later, the Bill was brought down.
the same explanation was given; and
again not one word of protest was raised.
Is it not mean now thus to try to gain the
ear of the public?
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Mr. Swan: You cannot produce the
first reference you speak of.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: On the 19th
October Mr. Underwood moved—

That in the opinion of this House it
is desirable that members’ salaries be
increased from £200 to £300 per year,
that increase to have effect as from the
commencement of the present finaneial
year.
T said T wonld like to make further in-
quiries into the matter, more especially as
the hon. member desired to make the
motion refrospective. 1 furlther said T
wounld oppose the motion that the increases
should daie from the beginning of the
finaneial year. Continning T said—
I admit the principle of payment of
members, there is liltle argument
against it, yet in praectice [ do not think
it has pomned out too well. Neverthe-
less it has become an established prae-
tice almost throughout the British Em-
pirve that members of Parliament should
receive payment for their services. In-
deed I see in the Press that even in the
0Old Country the matter has been
mooted, and the chances are that in the
near future steps will be taken in the
British House of Parliament to pay
their members as is done throughout
Aunstralia, I we are to pay members,
as we do in this Assembly and have
done for many years past, I am not
one to advocate a starvation wage. I
believe in members being paid an ade-
quate remuneration for their serviees.
I say also that Ministers should be paid
an adequate remuneration. T do not
consider they get anything like a re-
ward for the hard work they have to
do and for ihe long honrs they have to
work, and also for the severe eriticism
they are subjected to from time to time
by members of the Opposition. There
is another aspect of this question T have
been thinking about considerably for
the last few months; that is that the
Leader of the Opposition shon!d re-
ceive sume extra remuneration.
And so [ went on. II is needless for me
to read it right down.

Mr. Swan: Is that the foreshadowing
you spoke of 2

AMr. FRANK WILSON: Certainly,
what else is it? I said Ministers should
be paid an adequate remuneration. I
strongly protested against it being made
retrospeciive, and said that if any steps
were taken it shonld be from the nexst
financial year, if not from the new Parlia-
ment. I said T would prefer it to date
from the beginning of the: new Parlia-
ment. Then we amended the resoluiion,
and the then member for Swan proposed
a referendum on the question; thai was
defeaied, and a wotion was then made
simply affivming the desirability of in-
creasing the payment of members. Now
from all that the Premier knew full well
that T intended not only to inerease the
salary of the leader of the Opposiiion,
but alse lhe salaries of Ministers,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): I do not believe any person in
tha eountry thought so tvom that.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I am quite
sure they did, hecause there was an ar-
ticle in the Press against it.

The Premier: TYour Government pro-
mised to reduce the salaries.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Nothing of
the sort. On the 2nd Febrnary we intro-
duced the Bill, when in the course of some
remarks I said—

I mupst admit that the leader of the
Opposition is not adequately remuner-
ated at the ordinary salary of a member
of Parliament; and I have provided
in this Bill that, in addition te the ordi-
nary salary of £300 per year, he shall
receive extra vemuneration to the ex-
tent of £200 a year, giving him a salary
of £500 a year. Then we have put in
a clanse in whieh we have looked after
Ministers of the Crown also, and we
provide that Ministers shall in addition
to their salaries be able to dvaw their
salaries as members. This will increase
their salaries by the amount of £300
per annum, which they will draw after
this Bill passes.

And so T went on. And in the subse-
guent debate, and right throungh Commit-
tee, there was not one word of protest.
Surely it is the duty of hon. members, if
they do not approve of anything, to voiee
that disapproval in the House. This is
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the place where you take objections, and
if you do not take objeclion to a parti-
cular measure, and are present—as hon,
members opposite were—when it is be-
ing diseussed, you must be considered to
have acquiesced. They say now that be-
cause it was not mentioned absolutely in
the resolution, they must, of course, piay
fo the gallery, even if it mezns reducing
their own salaries. The member for Bun-
bury spoke of it as the “Ministerial grab.”
T moved to make it payable only from the
date of the new Parliament, but they beat
me, and (he Premier moved {o make it
retrospective from the lst January last.
If DMinisters want (o reduce their
salaries let them do it by all means; if
it is desired to repeal the Bill, let it be
done; T will help them to do it; but for
goodness’ sake do not let them fry to
humbug the public by posing az men
above suspicion, as men who will not take
the salary beeanse they were opposed to
it last year, when, as a matter of fac,
there was, as I say, no word raised
against it.

Mr. Swan: A nice chance we had of
offering any suceessfnl opposition fo it.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The very
least opposition in (he world would have
prevenied that elause being carvied. The
only members who made any demur ahout
it were on onr side. The hon. member
could easily have prevented that clause
from being carried. Only lately does the
Premier think this is a good part to play;
but he will find the publie will put his own
estimate on Ministers, and, as he appreei-
ates their value, the public will agree with
him, and the whole matter will reeoil on
his own head. T think that T and my
collengues were perfectly entitled to the
money we provided in that measure, I
am certain the publie, no matter whether
they supported or opposed us, agreed
with me that £1,500 & year was none too
much for the Premier to draw. But if
hon. members think they are worth not
more than a sum £300 less than that pro-
vided, by all means let them reduce their
salaries to that extent. I want now fto
say a few words on the question of fin-
ance, beeause that is another matter which
has been touched upon and, I think, un-

fairly. I am glad the Speech itself recog-
nises in no uncertain words that the fin-
ances ave souud, inasmuch as it acknow-
ledges the surplus at the end of the last
finaneial year, a surplus which the Pre-
mier and his colleagues have been disput-
ing right through the general elections,
and trying to prove to be a bogey. And
I think, also, it is recognised that the
position when we handed over was per-
fectly sound, notwithstanding the siafe-
nment of the Minister for Works, who is
an expert and an aulhority on all sub-
jeets, and who has the unfortunate habit
of attempting to coerce his leader, Lhe
Treasurer, in the malier of finance. It is
the Treasurer who has to show how rotten
is the state of the finances when he took
office; the Minister for Works never at-
tempts to do that, but I notice that he
puis the burden on the shoulders of the
poor Premier, who is given the responsi-
bility of justifying his eolleague’s rash
statement on the publie platform, I would
not mind if the statements had been only
those used doring the election campaign,
but sinee {hg Minister for Works has
been in office he has repeated them, and
at a social at Midland Junetion a few
nights ago Le again asserted lhat (he fin-
ances were unsound. This is a sort of
parrot cry throughout the country that
something is ansound—“We do not know

what it s but something is wrong®—and

this is repeated so often that the people
at last hegin to believe it. It would not
matter if the statement stopped there,
but it goes abroad, and dvifts home to the
financial market of London, where the
Premier hopes to raise funds shortly to
earry on his undertakings. These childish
remarks injure tle eredit of the State. If
there is reason of any kind to make a
charge of bad handling of the finances
then nake it, but do not let us have these
innuendoes und iusinuations. Let me ex-
plain the position when I left office. On
the 30th September last we had an ac-
enmulated deficit of £29,000, and not-
withstanding the faet that {he Premier
during the elegtions guoted thut fact and
that the deficit has inereased during the
succeeding monih to £79,000, let me point
out that at the same period of the prev-
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tous yvear the deficit was £84,000, but at
the end of the last financial year we had a
surplus of £13,000. So that it is reason-
able to suppose that anyone handling the
finances of this State in an ordinary way
and with ordinary care and eantion would
be able munch more readily to effect a bal-
ance this year than last year. On the date
on which I handed over, the 6th October,
the rough daily estimate, of which T do
not take much aceount. showed a surplus
of £27,000, so that to all intents and pur-
poses the finances were practieally bal-
anced on that date. The estimate which
the Premier rushed into print ahout—the
rough estimate prepared by the Under
Treasurer for my use before I left office,
and laken from the estimates of the sev-
eral departments—showed that on the
31st December next the revenue and ex-
pendilure would leave a sarplus of
£16,000. That is, if we carrvied on as we
were then carrying on, aud provided suffi-
cient money for the advances which we
had already made in the wnges of the
railway men, we would show a surplus of
£16,000 at the end of the calendar year.

The Premier: That was before you
made the inereases to the railway men.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: No, I think
not.

The Premier: Bu! I awn certain of it.
That estimale was giveu on the 16th Sep-
tember.

My, TRANK WILSON: I am under
the impression that it includes the small
increase which I authorised the Commis-
sioner to make, namely 8s. 6d. to the loco.
men and 8s. to the porlers. I think the
estimate ineluded either one or both ot
those increases,

The Premier:
fore yon made
fore yon made
porary hands.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: T do not ve-
member ahout the temporay hands.

The Premier: Well, it would be in-
teresting for you to look at the file again.

Mr. FRANIK WILSON: I would be
glad to do so, and to look at the other
file also, but I am under the impression
that the increase to 8s. was included by
the Commissioner of Railways in his es-

That estimate was be-
that concession, and be-
the increase to the tem-

timate of receipts and expenditure to {he
31st December next. We are supposed ta
have left the Treasurer wilthout any funds.
T take it that the finances cannot he un-
sound when the Treasurer has money to go
ou with, On ihe 6th Qctober the Treas-
urer had on erdinary aceount £132,000,
a small Agriculinral Bank redemption
fund of £1,600, and standing to the credit
of the Savings Bank £806,000, or a total -
cash in hand of £042,000, and he had
cash in London al the credit of the Agent
General to un approximale amount of
£500,600, making a grand total of £1,442,-
001) 10 work against. 1 am fully awnre
that he cannot work against the savings
bank deposit; he eannot work below a
safe liquid aszet, he must leave ahout
£400,000.

The Premier:
be in the pound?

AMr. FRANK WILSON:
2s.

The Minister for Lands: He cannol
work against thal balance, becanse pro-
vision has to be made for the Agrienl-
tural Bank.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That is in-
cluded in the estimate of expenditure.
When the Treasurer makes up an ap-
proximate estimate of the eash required
it is not only of vevenue, but all the finan-
ces of the State put together. He has
to slate how much is reguired for vavious
things, and bring them all into one joint
forecast for cash requirements. The Pre-
mier had over £1,400,000 to work sgainst,
or if we allow 10 pev cent. on the deposit
whiely would meet the vequirements of the
Savings Bank, there would still be left a
million pounds which he counld handle by
arrangement. In addition to that he had
a balance of loan authority for £1,315,000.
I want to know what better posiiion the
Treasurer could want, If the Treasurer
wants more than that, with all the faeili-
ties he has for raising money with the
auihority of Parliament, with the large
amount of eash in hand, with a thriving
conuntry, and with the revenue coming in
every month, he is only advertising his
own incompetence to handle the finances
of the State. Of ecourse, I ean gnite un-
derstand that the aection which has heen

How much would that

I think abeut
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taken recently by Ministers will alter the
financial aspect of the State, but for that
they must be prepared to take the re-
sponsibility. If they stop land sales as
the Minister for Lands has thought fit to
do, if they advertise abroad that no one
need pay renis or conditional purchase
payments throughont certain distriets til)
the end of the next finaneial year, they
must expect the revenue to drop very
suddenly, because no one is going to pay
money, even if he is able fo do it, when
he is invited not to do so. If they place
a check on land seftlement and raise the
wages of Government employees without
any regard to the ultimale cost to the
State they must expect to have their
finances disordered, and the result,
of course, must be a huge deficit,
I hold that the Government have
no right to interfere with the
ordinary avenues of revenue until they
have gone thoronghly into the matter and
devised other means of raising revenue or
of cutting down expenditure. It is idle
for them to say that their predecessors
are responsible and left the finances un-
sound, when it is their own aetions that
are causing the distorbed state of Lhe
finances. They must be prepared to take
the responsihility for their own actions,
and 1, at any rate, do not intend to carry
the baby on their behalf. I do not wish
for one moment to say that I disagree
with the policy of giving assistance vo
the settlers whe are suffering. I have al-
ways held that opinion, and I promisedl
the settlers in the dry regions that we
would give them every consideralion, hut
each case was to he considered on its
merits.

> The Premvier: That is what we state.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: No. I have
not much more to say, excepting to assure
hon. members that they will have al} their
promises bronght home to voost: they
will have to face the promises made in
their behalf and by their aunthority, and
T hope that they will be as good as their
promises, and see that they are all carried
out. T want #o know why the price of
food has not corne down since the advent
of a Labour Government?

The Premier: It has.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Bread is no
cheaper, and my baker is talking about
inereasing the price by 34d. a loaf. Sugar
has been going up for months past, and
meat has not come down at all. T am
paying just as much for meat, notwith-
standing that I understand a large con-
signiment of bullocks was sold at Owen’s
Anchorage the other day for 30s. per
head. TPotatoes are as dear as ever; in
fact, we cannot afferd to eat them in our
house. T want to know why theve is no
mention about freezing works in the
North. And what aboui the abattoirs at
North Fremantle and Midland Junetion?

Mr, Heitmamm: Who promised them?

Mr, FRANK WILSON: The last Gov-
ernment promised them, and the present
Government supported them.

Mr. Heitmann: Well, yon erect them.
Mr, (George: Yon give us a chance and
we will do it

Mr. FRANK WILSON: These are all
matters that closely affect the question of
food supply, yet there is not one word in
the Speech in connection with what eon-
cerns the people most. It requires no
legislation to push on with the erection
of the freezing works at Wyndham, Tt
might have begn mentioned in the Speech
that the contract would be let shortly, or
that the Government wonld do the work
departmentally under the department con-
trolled by the Minister for Works, not-
wilhstanding he is such a strong advocate
for private enterprise, as I have proved
on many occasions. But these are works
that have no piace in His Exeellency’s
Speeeh. The Wickepin-Merredin railway
is praetically shelved, according to the re
ply to a deputaiion the other day. It is
to be carried 1o a certain point and lef:
there until a Parliamentary Standing
Committee is appointed. 'The member for
Willlams-Narrogin (Mr. E, B. Johnston)
is asked to fulfil his promise that it was to
be carried out immediately, and carried
east. Is this railway to he pulled west in
ovder to serve land owned by the Minister
for Works and by the memher for Collie
(Mr, A, A, Wilson)? Why cannot that
railway be constructed in aceordance with
the law?®
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Mr. A. A, Wilson: It is to suit your
friend, Mr. Hedges, and not me.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Mr. Hedges is
a friend of mine.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: He is no friend of
mine.

My, FRANK WILSON: I am sorry to
hear that remark. I am sure if the hon.
member knew My, Hedges he wonld be a
friend of his,

Mr. A. A, Wilson: You are trying to
hang my name to a thing that is not to
suit me but is to snit Mr. Hedges.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If the line is
to be between your land and that of the
Minister for Works it will suit you.

Mr, A. A Wilson: You said it was to
suit my bloek.

The Premier: The less the hon. mem-
ber says about that line the better,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: 1 want it ab.
solutely ventilated and made public, every
ineh of it. Do not let ns have any of
“the less you say the better.” T have
nothing to hide.

The Premier: Surveys and re-surveys
have cost this eountry too much,

Me. FRANK WILSON: Why is not
the railway constructed in aceordance
with the Act passed by the House? Tlere
is a sehedule and a plan.

AMr. E. B. Johnston: How many sur-
vevs did your Government make for that
line?

My, FRANK WILSON: I could not
say; but T say—ecarry out the railway in
accovdance with the Aet. The Act lays
dewn the route. I do not know where it
goes.

The Minister for Works: The trouble
will be it will go right through my pro-
perty if you do.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: Then put it
through your property. :

The Minister for Works: It all points
to the necessity for a standing committee.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Not at all
You can always have the battle of routes
every time yon have a railway, especially
if you encourage a deputation by saying
you will carry the railway only so far be-
cause there is no dispute to that point.
If the line is dragged west it wiil go
through the Minister’s land; it will go be-

tween his land and that of the member
for Collie; but if it is earried out accord-
ing to the Act it will miss their land al-
together and go east and serve a large
number of settlers, including Mr, Hedges.

The Minister for Works: That is ab-
solutely incorrect, and you know it.

Mr. Bolton: It is a serious statement.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: Let the hon.
member inquire inte it. The Aet is in
print; let him produce the maps and
plans, the Public Works plans as they
were laid on the Table when the Bill was
passed.

The Premier; And let us have the
Minister’s promise which was given to
Parliament when the Bill was here.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter’s promise does not affect the Bill one
iota; it only affeetz a small portion to
the north of Wickepin, and does not af-
fect the chief part of the counivy at all.
I am sorry 1 am not quite myself this
afternoon, therefore I do uot propose to
continne my remarks any further. Al T
want is to see a fair deal given to the
country, and I want to see the policy
which we lad the honour of inaugurating
herve six vears ago, and whieh has been
carried out persistently until recently, con-
tinued; I want my friends to continue it.

Mr. Heitmann: T do not.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Of course,
the lton. mewber does not want anything.
He does not want poliey. he does not
wan{ progress, be does not want any pro-
sperity at all; he simply wants cauncus
rule and others not to have a word to
say. But I promise him that so long as
we have a voice in the House we are go-
ing to explain our views, and I promise
him that the people of Western Australia
are going to hear us. We are the rem-
nant, with a litile addition of new blood,
a sturdy remnant of the old party, and
Ministers must expect to hear us, I hope
always in fairness and always with a de-
sire to assist them in their responsible
dulies.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan): I
appreeiate to the full the uncomfortable
position my friend, the leader of the Op-
position, finds himself in to-day. His
quarrel is not so much with the Govern-
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ment or members on the Government side
-of the House, as it is with the electors of
the countzy; and that being the case, of
conrse I am not called upon o defend the
Government, but to defend the people of
the State in their wisdom in deciding that
there should be a change of Goveroment.
Jrrespective of what my friend may try
to make himself believe, it was not be-
cause they desired a change in personnel
so much as a change in the policy that
was in operation in the State. That
was what the people of the State
really desired. Movegver, the very part
of our poliey the leader of the Opposi-
tion is now complaining most about was
reaily made the issue of the election by
that gentleman himself, and there is no
doubt about the verdict of the people on
that part of our poliey.

Mr, Frank Wilson: Why are you back-
ing down on it?

The PREMIER: We are not backing
down on it one iota,

Mr. Frank Wilson:
Fremantle speech?

The PREMIER: 1 am coming to that
later. As a matfer of fact we have taken
the earliest opportunity that has pre-
sented itself to put that part of our poliey
into operation so far as the law of the
land will permit us. Of course, it will be
necessary at a later stage to ask the House
to agree to an amendment of the land laws
to put our policy into eomplete operation;
but in the meantime we are going to take
every opportunity that presents itself, as
far as the law allows, to bring the land
regulations into line with the policy in
favour of whieh the people undonbtedly
gave their verdict, irrespective of what
the leader of the Opposition may think
in regard fo the ill that may be brought
about in the event of our policy being
brought into operation. The people of
the State had a.fair opportunity during
the elections of hearing the poliey of both
sides on public platforms. At previeuns
elections we unfortunately found we had
not candidates in all the eleclorates,
with the result that a good number of
the people of the State were not able to
hear anything with regard to the peliey
of the Lahour party; but on this oceasion

What about the

we were more fortunate, and lad ean-
didates in every electorate but two; and
the people having the opportunity of
hearing our poliey as well as that of our
opponents, gave their verdiet in an em-
phatic manner in favour of this side,
which then sat in Opposition. As my
friend has said, I have pronounced, hoth
during the election and sivce, that so far
as the Government ave concerned there
would he no confiseation and no stagna-
fion, I want to repeat those words,
There wiil be no confiscalion and no stag-
nation go far as this Government is con-
cerned. We had n very busy time in
going from place to place in the State
during the elections repudiating sowme of
the statements of my friend opposite, to-
gether with those of some of his colleagues,
in regard to that part of our poliey which
they termed confiscation. We have heard
from the leader of the Opposition some-
thing with regard to my statements on the
policy proposed by the then Governmeni
to amend the Income Tax Act, and I
want to say in justifieation of my state-
ment that I did not take the trouble to
look up the Queensland Act, because I
had before me in the ecolnmns of the TFest
Australian a statement made by a follower
of the then Government in the person of
Mr, Quindan, the ex-Speaker. T took him
as a guide, becanse he spoke in the plural.
He did not say, “T favour”; he said,
“The Government-~we propose to do cer-
tain things”; and he nsed figures which
we afterwards nsed. When Mr. Quinlan
made this statement it was not conira-
dicted by the Premier. It was not until
we had assnmed the position taken up by
Mr. Quinlan that the Premier denied that
it was proposed to amend the Income
Tax Act on the line spoken of hy Mr.
Quinlan and myself; and the leader of
the Oppeosttion is incorrect in saying that
T did not correct my statements when he
said they were inenrrect. The member
for Williams-Narrogin can tell this House
that when T spoke at Narrogin, as well as
at ather places, I took the opportunity of
telling the people that apparently T was
wrong with regard to my interpretation
of the proposals of the Government in
this direction. T went on to zay, however,
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that when any Government proposed to
change the incidence of taxation they
shounld make their statemnts full and com-
plete in order that the people should fully
understand how fhe taxation was going
to bear on them; but the then leader of
the Government merely made mention of
the fact that they proposed to amend the
Income Tax Aect on the lines of the
Queensland Act. He did not say it
would be on the lines of the existing
Queensland Act or on the 1902 Aet. Of
course, he was afterwards justified in
asserting it was on the lines of the later
Queensland Aet thai they pl‘oﬂosed to
amend the Ineome Tax Aet of this State.
I said, moreover, having been correeted,
I was prepared to aeccept the position
made eclear by Mr. Wilson. and I made
that announcement after he had denied
it. But what do we find9 e talks about
manliness in aceepting a denial. T took
the first opportunity the newspapers
would give me of lelling the people some-
thing with regard to the lying statements
of some of our opponents in connection
with our land pelicy; but when I did
that, the present leader of the Opposition
was not manly enough to withdraw his
statements when T gave them denial, bat
went on vepeating them to the eve of the
electien. I have a leaflet issued by the
Liberal League of Western Australia; it
is No. 9; it was issued fairly freely in
the Snssex eleclorate, and the statements
contained in it were never denied by the
then Premier. It says—

The nationalisation of all lands im-
phies fthat in some way or other the
existing titles will be seized by the State,
nor have you any seenrity that there
will be just enmpensation or any com-
pensafion. Tltimately all farmers will
he tenants of the State.

Again, we have a statement made by the
ex-Minister for Lands. when he was snp-
nosed to have first of all ountlined the
poliey of the then Government, and these
are his words with regard to the Labour
party—

They were pledged to the non-aliena-
tion of Crown lands and the national-
isation of all lands; they were pledged
to take every man’s farm from him, to

take from the owner of the smallest
building block the land which he oocu-
pied.
That was said eacly in the campaign, but
on the eve of the election the following
appeal was issued to the people by the
Premier—

Voting the Labour ticket means finan-
cial chaos and stagnation throunghout
the State, the nndoing of the good work
that has been done and consequent
commercial depression, the despoiling of
the people of their rightful heritage by
substituting leaseholds for freeholds.

This was notwithstanding the faet that T
had publicly denied it was not the inten-
tion of this party te interfere with any
existing rights or any contracts entered
into by the Crown with citizens. And
yet Mr. Wilson in the face of that told
the people that we weve going to despoil
them of their rightful heritage by sub-
stituting leasehold for freehold. If it was
not reporfed that I corrected my state-
ment it was not my fault; the fault was
with the newspapers. In this case my
quarrel is with the leader of the Oppo-
sition because he could not have failed
to see my denial. I want fo take this
opportunity of saving that if there was
any lack of manliness during the elee-
tions it was shown by the leader of the
Opposition  and  his former colleagues.
Let us now deal with the interjection made
by the member for Mwray. “What does
nationalisation mean?’ I have here a
letter which was supposed to have been
written 1o the Press, or a statement
which was supposed to have been given
to the Press by the ex-Minister for Lands.
I say “supposed” because I know that
during the election his closest friend was
a eivil servant who was paid from the
funds of this State, an ex-journalist or
newspapet reporter of one of owr metro-
politan journals, and T cannot disbelieve
that most of the interviews which were
given lo the Press were supplied by that
ex-journalist, This is what My. Mitchell
is reported to have said—“Mr. Kirkwood
says that they will be ultimately nation-
alised.  TUltimately, Waebster, notwith-
standing”—the member for Northam puts
himself forward as a greater aunthority—
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“will certainly mean within three years if
the Labour party get into power, as the
candidates now standing are pledged to
the nationslisation of land.” T took the
opportumty of looking up, during the
* elections, what was meant by the varions
terms according to Webster. 1 do not
look npon the member for Northam as
an authority on the English language any
more than I consider myself one, so I
went to Webster and I found that “non-
alienation” means, “not to part with or
transfer, convey or give away Tands pos-
sessed by the Crown—the people.” “View”
occurring in the sentence, “With a view
to ultimate nationalisation” means “the
act of seeing or heholding; something
locked towards or forming the subject of
consideration.” The word “ultimate”
means “furthest, most remote, or final;
extreme; such that we cannot go beyond;
incapable of further resolution or an-
alysis. ‘‘Nationalise” means “to make the
common properiy of the people as a
whole.” Ii seems to me, too, that this is
the eorreet interpretation, namely, not to
give away any lands possessed by the
Crown snd to look towards the final re-
sult of making all lands the common pro-
perty of the people as a whole. As we
were told to keep to the proper interpre-
tation of (he Tnglish language, T am
justified in using Webster in preference
to aecepting the meaning pul upon the
words by the member for Northam. T
have also been taken to task for my re-
ference to the alleged proposal of the
Government to hand over freeholds of
land at present leased to the pastoralists
in the North-West, the timber combine in
the south-west, aud the mining companies
on the goldfields, but, baving been asked
to keep to the correet English I think it
is only fair that our opponents shonld also
keepr to lhe correet English as well. T
discovered (hat the former Government
believed in the private ownership . of
lands angd that they were opposed to the
leasehold system. T then took the oppor-
tunity of poinfing out what it meant if
that polievy were put into operation. I
did not sav the Government were going
to do it in three years as some of our
opponents have declared, T merely as-

serted what would happen if they put into
operation private ownership instead of
leasehold. We have 166,000,000 acres
held under pastoral lease, 515,000 acres
held under timber lease, and 100,000
acres held under miving leuse. This
makes a tolal of 165 million acres at pre-
sent leasel to the various companies, That
being the case, I eontend that T was justi-
fed in mcaking that statement and the
Minister was only called upon to do what
I have had to do, namely, to deny the
statement, and when it was once denied
I took the opportunity to say that I never
for a mowment believed that any Guvern-
ment wonld be foolhardy enough to sub-
mit sueh a proposal. If we are to be
kept to the eorreet ‘interpretation of the
English language with regard lo the effect
of our poliey, I hold that onr cpponents
should also be ecompelled to do likewise.
I am not going fo refer in my reply to
the remarks of the leader of the Opposi-
tion with regard to the present land re-
gulations, T am going to leave that to the
Minister for Lands, and may 1 say the
same with regard to the eriticism levelled
at the construetion of certain railways,
which eriticism will be replied (o by the
Minister for Works. 1 do, however, take
exception lo the statement made by the
leader cf the Opposition that I have in
any way fiimmed my sails on the question
of the land regulations. Tt is true that
I made eertain remarks at Fremantle, and
I have them here because I anticipated
that the leader of the Opposition would
make some reference {o them. I said that
if our proposals were géing to have the
effect of interference we would bring
about an alteration. Surely that is a fair
statement (0 make; there is ne frimming
of sails here. We believe that our policy
will not interfere with legitimate land
setilement: we helieve it will bring about
legitimate land settlement and if it does
not do so, we will take the necessarv pre-
caution to make alterations, This iz not
frimming our sails in the slightest regard.
I told them at the same time and it was
not reported, that the poliey would not
inlterfere with the existing institutions or
the effective settlement of our lands.
Again we are told that 1 have made a
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promise vegarding the re-appointment of
the Publie Service Commissioner. I have
here a statement given by Mr. Gregory to
the Press. Mr. Ciregory was Acting Pre-
mier at the time this appointment was
offered to Mr. Jull. He says—

In veference to Mr. Seaddan’s re-
marks about *a monstrous thing,” it
would seem thal he was under some
promise that Mr. Jull would not be re-
appoinied, and after reading the Pre-
mier’s statement T can only come to the
conclusion that this is one of the many
promises which it was well known he
made prior to the elections.

Let me challenge Mr. Gregory ov anyone
else to show me in any newspaper or
bring along anyone who heard me from a
public platform or even privately make
the statement that we proposed not to
re-appoint Mr. Jull. T may go so far as
to sav that T have heard it said it was
part of our policy that Mr. Jull should
not be re-appointed. I absolutely refused
to adopt any such attitude. I said all we
were obliged to do was that the public ser-
vice shonld not he called upon to appeal
from Mr, Jull’s deecision to Mr. Jull him-
self. That is the only statement I, or
even any of my colleagues, made during
the whole of the eampaign in eonnection
with the Public Service Commissioner.
I am not aware that any member on this
side of the House ever made any different
statement. 1In the statement that T gave
to the Press I expressed asionishment be-
cause I wos not aware at the (ime what
had happened. The first intimation I had
was throuch the medium of the West
Australian, at 9 o’clock on the evening of
Thursday last. the day of the Legislative
Council elections. T was communicated
with by telephone and asked to confirm a
stutement ihat Mr. Jull had been re-
appointed Public Service Commissioner.
I iold the West Australian that I had no
knuwledge of the matter and I got into
commuitieation with my seeretary through
the medinm of the telephone and he con-
firmed the statement that the appoint-
meunt had heen offered to Mr. Jull for a
further term of seven years, and that, so
far as he knew, Mr. Jull had accepted it.
T said that it was a monstrous thing that

the Government, on the eve of a general
election should offer a re-appointment for
a period of seven years to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner or to anyone else, and
moreover, which is the most outrageous
part of it, that during the whole course -
of the general elections and especially
during the elections when the Acting Pre-
mier was standing for a seat in the Legis-
lative Couneil, no reference was made to
the malter, and that it was not made
public until after these eleclions had been
held. Had the matter been made public
earliec it mizht have had a different re-
sult in conneclion with these elections,
that is, so far as increasing the majority
of one of the eandidates was concerned.
I still hold that no Government shounld
offer re-appointments practically twelve
months hefore the expiralion of the first
term and right on the eve of a general
election when there might be a change of
Government. [ am not called npon to ex-
press any opinion as to the advisability
of appeinting Mr. Jull when his term of
office expired. I do not propose to do so.
I have made no statemeni whatever about
Mr. Jull’s suitability for the position,
and I am going to repeat here that the
action of the pasi Government in making
that appointwent when they did, under
the conditions they did, and without hav-
ing referred to it in any way, was an
putrageous action on their part. The
leader of the Opposition said that he
frusted the Government did not propose
to give full political and public rights to
the eivil sexvants. Let me assure ihe hon.
member thalt we do propese to do so when
given the opportunity. I have always
held the view, and every member on this
side of the House has held the
view also, that the ecivil service
should have the same rights, polit-
ical and publie, as every other
individual of the community. If
the members of the service, however, mis-
use their positions as public servants then -
the Government will have the oppor-
tunity of dealing with them in a proper
and emphatic manner. But we have no
right to prevent the eivil servant from ex-,
pressing his opinion on pelitieal topies
any more than we have the right to ex-,
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elnde the man who may be working in a
mine or in a factory from doing so. The
leader of the Opposition complains that
there is no reference in the Governor's
Speech to certain railway proposals. Let
me say at once that when we met Parlia-
ment we had only been about a fortnight
in contrel of the vartous departments
and we came to the conclusion that it was
desirable owing to what had transpired
in the past fo give the closest possible
attention to the railways already author-
ised before committing ourselves in any
way. Unfortunately this State has been
compelled to find thousands of pounds to
make surveys which have not been of any
use, hecause it has often been found that
a survey after having proceeded a certain
distance has been stopped and the route
changed. We hold that once having
made a survey, the line should be con-
strueted over that surveyed route. We
are not going to commit the State to any
survey uniil we are satisfied that the line
will be in the best interests of the distriet
and the country as a whole. Therefore,
the leader of the Opposition need not
complain. We will bring down Bills for
the construction of certain agrieuitural
and mining railways during this ‘session,
but I am not inelined at this stage to com-
mit the Government to any one or more
proposals. Tt is our intention to declare
public works only when we have estab-
lished a standing Public Works Commit-
tee. We are poing on with that, and I
may say we are pressing our engineers in
the Public Works Depariment, as per-
haps they have never been pressed prev-
jously, Is it not a faet that while our op-
ponenis were boasting in the agricultural
distriets of what they proposed to do for
the people of those distriets, they had not
done anything at all beyond putting min-
ntes on the files? We have been in our
departments only about four weeks, and
we have not put very much on the files
in those four weeks, but we have com-
menced the sapply of water in distriets
which have been languishing for water
ever since last summer, whilst the other
Government talked about it from publie
platforms and did nothing else. We are
doing other things also to relieve the

agrienltnral distriets, and when the punb-
lic recognise what we are about in this
respeet they will realise that they have
put inte power & Government determined
to conserve the best interests of the State
generally. There are many works which
have been brought under our notice dur-
ing the last few weeks, works which have
been promised by onr predecessors, in
some cases for three years, while all that
has been done has been to write minutes
and build up large files. We have al-
veady shelved a number of files by decid-
ing to do the work, but while onr pre-
decessors boasted about their publie works
policy of the past, it has been largely
one of making work for elerks by build-
ing up large files. T could mention works
wiieh have been held up for two or three
years, and on which nothing has been
done during that time; yet already we
have put them into operation, and others
will be attended to as quickly as possible.
The leader of the Opposition eomplains
of our proposal to introduce a Bill to re-
duce Ministerial salavies back to the old
level, that is, by providing in the Pay-
ment of Members Bill that a Minister
shall not draw his salary as a member. Let
me explain here that when the motion for
inerease of payment of members was ear-
ried on the 19th Qctober I was told that,
as leader of the Opposition, I would be
consulted with regard to the amount to
be provided in the Bill. I did not see that
draft of the measure, but the then Pre-
mier and the Minister for Lands ap-
proached me, ngt once but on several oe-
casions, and told me whai they proposed
to do in that measure, namely, to provide
£300 for members and £500 for the leader
of the Opposition; but they never on any
oceasion mentioned the fact that they
were going to provide also an increase of
£300 on their own salaries. It was not
until the Bill had passed the second read-
mg—1I happened lo be out of the Chamber
when the Premier made the statement
ahout increasing Ministerial salaries also
—that my attention was drawn to the
point by my colleague, the Minister for
Lands. One can easily understand how
it was arrived at; there was ne mention
of it in the Bill, but the section from the
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old Act, providing that Ministers should
not draw salaries as members, has been
dropped, and so the thing was doune. [
am not going to discuss the question of
whether Mimisters are adequately paid,
but our object is to deal fairly with the
taxpayers in this matter. Moreover there
is no need for the leader of the Opposi-
tion io be proud of the fact that he
did this thing, or of the manner in
which Le did it. It was done by using
the positions of certain members of the
House who had pledged themselves to the
increase of mewbers’ salaries, and who,
in effect, were told that ihey would get
the whole Bill or nothing at all. The
Ministers inereased their own salaries be-
canse they imagined that members would
not complain, as those members would be
afraid of losing the Bill altogether. I
made no reference to it except when I
was asked the question during the cam-
paign. Then I said we were going to give
the ratepayers an opportunity of saying
whether or not Ministers were adequately
paid, and that we were going to introduce
a Bill {fo reduce Ministers’ salaries,
whether it was advisable or not.

Mr. Harper: Why not have a refer-
endum on the subject?

The PREMIER.: The hon, member can
move for that. We are poing to intro-
duce the Bill, and we are not going fo
take up the attitude of inereasing our
salavies, or members’ salaries, until af
least the people have a full knowledge of
what is being done. It was generally
anticipated that the first Bill to come
down after the 190S elections would be
one to reduce Ministerial salaries; because
that was a definite promise given by the
then Premier, and repeated by his ecol-
league, the present lcader of the Opposi-
tion. T say again, the leader of the Op-
position repeated, during that eleetion
campaign, that Ministerial salaries would
be reduced. The mere opinion expressed
by the leader of the Opposition when

speaking on the Fill Jast session, and
quoied by him this afternoon, was
not a definite statement, but merely

an expression of opinion that Ministers
were not adequately paid. I hold that
it was a Dbreach of faith between

the Government and the people to per-
mit that Bill to pass, as they did iast
session. With regard to it being made
retrospective, it is true I did that. T took
the opportunity, as leader of the Opposi-
tion, of eausing that increase to be paid
from January last.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: The people did not
want an increase of members’ salaries.

The PREMIER: Let me tell the mem-
ber for Wagin that we took the responsi-
bility of moving the resolution for the in-
crease of salaries, we took the responsi-
blility of supporting the Government
when they hrought down the Bill, and I
took the responsibility, as leader of the
Opposition, of making the whole thing
retrospective. Yet here we are to-day
with 34 members on this side of the House
and 16 on that. That is the people’s an-
swer fo the lLon. member’s interjection.
I hold the opinion to-day that members
of this Chamber are not overpaid with
£300, if they attend to the business of the
country,

Mr. Boltonr: They are underpaid,

Mr. Harper: What about the Legisla-
tive Council?

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
requires explanation in regard to the
Upper House T ean only say that we
agreed with the Couneil that they should
take the responsibility of increasing their
own salaries, the same as we did here.
They fook that responsibility, and we have
not to answer for their action; the mem-
bers of the Legislative Couneil can answer
for if themselves. Let me say further I do
not propose to-day to deal with the eondi-
tion of Lhe finances. Tt will not be long be-
fore T am ealled upon to deliver my first
Budget Speech, when I will take the op-
portunity of dealing fully with the ques-
tion. Let me say, too, that they are not
so buoyant as the leader of the Opposi-
tion and Ihe newspapers would have the
people believe; if so, I would like to
know why each month of the present
finane¢ial vear, except one, has shown a
deficit on our revenme account. Many
days had not expired after the general
elections before the leader of the Opposi-
tion himeelf was inquiring ahout the pos-
sthility of placing a loan in London. That
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gives an impression as to the state of the
Loan Account, as well as of the Revenue
Aceount. I have here an exact copy of
a minute put np by the Under Treasurer
on the 15ih September for the informa-
tton of the then Colonial Treasurer. In
it the Under Treasuver, basing it on rev-
ene and expenditure for two wmonths,
estimated that for the four months end-
ing 31st December next the revenue would
be £1,357,657, and he said the revenue for
the last six months of last year had been
£1,934,458, and that, therefore, the rev-
enue for the carrent financial year might
be estimated at £3,773.642, and, conse-
quently, there would be a shortage of
£129,995 on the year’s transactions, or a
net defieit of £116,697. That was an esti-
mate based on the revenne and expendi-
ture of the then expired months, and an-
tieipating about the snme amount of rev-
enue as in the last six months of the pre-
vipus year, and not taking into acecount
the inereases we have had to pay, whieh
were granted by our predecessors.

Mr. George: It is nothing to what you
will have to pay.

The PREMIER: Whatever we have to
pay we are going to see that publie ser-
vants receive a living wage, the same as
others ontside the service.  When the
leader of the Opposition speaks of the
condition of the finances as he left them
lie forgets to say that he had committed
Ihe Treasury to pay certain increases to
our civil servants. On the 30th Septem-
ber he wired to the Public Service Com-
missioner asking would it not be possible
to make the increases granted to eertain
temporary officers apply as from the 1st
Anly, the same as in the case of the per-
manent officers. And M. Jull replied—
it was wanted for Donnybrook—that there
was no reason why it should not be done.
Mr. Wilson apnounced publicly at his
meeting that these increases would be
given as from the 1st July. This defieit
was based without a knowledge of these
increases to be given to the temporary
officers in the public service, and we have
had to find the money to pay the
increases granted by our predecessors.
which should have heen paid prior to the
general elections. TUnder these cirenm-

stances it will be urged that the condition
of the finances were as we Found them;
but if we are going to give the irue condi-
tion of affairs we must take that portion
of salaries of public officers which will
be paid during the sncceeding six months
of this year and add them to the deficit
we found at the end of September. The
Under Treasurer was not aware at the
time he made that estimate that increases
were to be granted to the men in the Rail-
way Department, nor was it taken into
dceount that there would be a falling-off
in onr Railway Revenue to the extent of
some £50,000, These are all facts the
people should know, because it will be
nrged against us that it has been
due to our management of the fnances
and not te that of our predecessors,
I do not desire to deal further with the
matter. Let mesay at once that the policy
of the present Government is as an-
nounced at the general elections. We
have made no promises that we are not
prepared to carry out, but I am very
doubtful if that eould have been said by
our opponents had they retained posses-
sion of the Treasury Benches. With re-
gard to the promise made by the member
for Bunbury, all that T understand the
hon. member to have said is that the im-
provement of harbour facilities at Bun-
bury must receive the immediate atten-
tion of any Government, and that it
would he necessary to get expert adviece.
That was a perfectly legitimate promise,
and the same thing was said by the mem-
ber for Fremantle regarding havbour ex-
tensions there. Let me admit that it is a
problem that has to be solved very
quickly, We will have to inerease the
facilities at Fremantle, but as laymen we
have no tight to express an opinion as to
what arve the facilities that should be pro-
vided. With regard to the other works that
have heen touched upon, we will have an
opportunity of discussing thero when the
Bills are introduced. Although the pro-
posals will mean a strain on the finances,
we will have to face the position boldly.
We believe that the State will prosper
beatter under a sound financial policy, for
we will have lean moneys expended oniy
on reproductive works, and works which
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are for the benefit of the country as a
whole rather than for the benefit of a
few Government followers. Therefore,
we intend to push on with railways and
public works in all parts of the State,
and not in one particular section of the
State. We are not concerned about giv-
ing privileges to one port or another, but
we want to give to the people who are
producing in the eountry an opportunity
of metting their produce to the market
with as cheap handling as possible. Let

me assure the people of the State that we®

are going to earry on a progressive public
works poliey, and it will'be on sound lines
because we will have a Public Works Com-
mittee representative of both sides of this
House and of bolth Chambers. This Com-
mittee will be able to deal with these ques-
tions as they arise, and the Government
will be able to take the responsihility of
asking Parliament to give them authority
and provide the money, By this means
we hope to aveoid the opinion that pre-
vailed in the past that a large section of
the Governmeut works were undertaken
for political purposes. That is not right;
these works should be carried out without
any regard to the political colonr of a
constitueney. The goldfields in the past
have been shamefully neglected becanse
they have consistently sent Labour mem-
bers to Parliament, and to-day they have
shown their disgunst with that past treat-
ment by refurning a Labour member for
every mining constitueney. Even some
of the agrieultural constituencies have
come to the decision that the Labour
party is the real friend of the produecers,
and the one which is going to give them
an opportunity of getiing cheaper access
to the mavkei, and they have recognised
that policy by returning two or three
Labour members for agricnltural distriets.
Although the majority of agrienltural
members ave sitting in opposition, tha
will not prevent us from assisting our
greaf agricultural industry.

Mr. Harper: Hear, hear,

The PREMIER: We are going to as-
sist that industry in every way possible,
and it will be difficult for even the mem-
ber whao interjected to make the people
believe the statements made during the re-

cent elections abont the policy of the
then Opposition. The hon. member onght-
to be ashamed to sit in his place in view
of the statements he published during the
election,

Mr. Harper: T am not ashamed of one
of them,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
ought to be. On one show catalogue is-
sued by an agricultural society he had
sueh statements published that the society
tool the earliest opportunity of getting
them pasted over.

Afv. Harper: I had nothing to do with
that.

The PREMIER: All electioneering
advertizements must be authorised by the
candidate, and the hon. member is either
responsible himself or he is responsible
through the person fo.whom he gave
authority. He ns a candidate must take
the full vesponsibility for what was pub-
lished. ] .

Mr. Harper: No; I do not.

The PREMIER: Then the hon. mem-
ber i5 sinting that his agents were gmity
of a breach of the Electoral Act, and if
he will go along to the Chief Eleetoral
Officer and state to him what he 1s stating
now, that liec was not responsible for those
advertisements, we will take action to
prevent these people repeating such ae-
tions in the future, because they were an
absolute disgrace. But I do not believe
for a moment that the member for Pin-
gelly will go to the Chief Electoral Officer
and repeat the statement hLe is making
to-day.

My, Harper: Yes, I will

The PREMIER: Well, if lie does =o
we will take prompt aclion. Whoever is
respensible for making statements of that
kind should be brought to account. Let
me assure hon. members that we are not
here for the purpose of merely making
proniises to the people without any desire
to fulfii them. We are here beeause the
people believe that our poliey is in the
interests of the State, and we are going
to take cvery opportunity of putting that
poliey into operation both by legistation
and by administration. So far as admin-
istralion is eoncerned we have already
commenced to do organising work in our
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departments. Only last week I had
brought hefore me a file which had grown
to a thickness of fully six inches, dealing
with a site for the proposed malernity
home, It is all very well to put a thing
off from iime to time, but we are deter.
mined to establish a maternity home in
the eity of Perth, and attach maternity
wards to country hospitals. The same
thing applies in regard to a site for a
sanatorium for consumptives, We are
going to establish that sanatorium as
quickly as possible. By prompt atten-
tion to ihese and other matters, I think
that by the time the three vears has ext
pired ihe people will have such faith in
the Labour Government that even our
‘present opponents, it they want io return
to Parliament, will have to attach them-
selves to the party on this side. 1 am
reminded, however, that on a previous
occasion it was stated that theve will al-
wayvs he at least one member in Opposi-
tion for the sake of drawing the =alary
which is provided for the leader of the
Opposition. It is our desire to attend to
the interests of the people of this State
and pot to give consideralion to any one
party at the expense of another. Ton.
members representing agrieulfural dis-
triets ean rest assured that those distriets
will get justice the same as any other
portions of the State. I vegret to hear
of the illness of the leader of the Oppo-
sition; I understand that for two or three
days after the opening of the session he
was confined to his bed. I hope that he
will recover in order that his quarrel in
future may be with the Government and
not with the people. On this oceasion he
has blamed the people, but if he eannot
bring up a betler case against the Gov-
ernment than le has brought against the
people then I do not greatly admire his
chauce of snccess,

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
I take ihis, the first opportunity
of congratulating you, Mr. Speaker,
upon  your aecession to the Chair,
and I trust that your duties will
be unot only pleasant to yourself but
instructive to the members who sit under
. you. T am not disposed to fight the elec-
tion over again; seven ov eight weeks of

excitement such as we have had must, I
think, be perfectly satisfying to both
sides, and the only reference I think it
necessary to make at this stage is (o draw
the attention of the leader of the Govern-
ment to what I consider was the unsatis-
factory state of the rolls upon which the
election was fought.

Mr. A, A, Wilson:
tault?

Mr, GEQRGE: T eare not whose was
the fault, but I am satisfied that tle rvoils
contained names which had po right te be
there, and it was not the fault of the
possessors of those mames that fhey were
not allowed to vote in different parts of
the country. So far as the Governmenl
are concerned, they can well take into
consideration the necessily of seeing that
the volls are what they purpori to be,
namely, a list of names of persons quali-
fied and possessing the right to vote. [
do not think we shall ever have purity of
election until the present system is
altered and we have some system of elee-
toral rvights, and the people thoroughly
understand the responsibility they are tak-
ing in applying to vote at the polling
places. In regard to the Governor’s
Speech, T am pleased to see that the Gov-
ernment are endeavouring te reassure the
people of the counlry of their bona fides
in regard to assisting the agrienitural and
mining industries, and to reassure the
people that they have some abiding inter-
est in those two great industries. So far
as ggrieulture is concerned, we are at the
preseni lime passing under a little bit of
a cioud in the wheat areas, but I believe
that it is only for the season, and that
Western Australia in its wheat eountry
has a mighty and successful future before
it. In connection with the mining indus-
try, I agree with the Government that
they should assist the prospector as much
as possible, There is not the slightest
doubt that we have not yet exhausted the
possihilities of the mining industry. Some
little reference has been made by the
leader of the Opposition, and also by the
Premier, to the present Government’s an-
nouncement in regard to land settlement.
While I quite agree with the view given
out by the Minister for Lands that it is

Whose was the
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undesirable for the land speculator ta
have a prosperous career in this State,
and while I am satisfled that every cent
there is in the land is needed by the man
on the Jand to assist him to make his
career, at the same time I am afraid that
the regulation which the Minister has pro-
nmulgated may aet prejudicially to bona
fide and honest seitlers. I know thaf the
Minister has said he is prepared to con-
sider every case on its merits, but 1 fear
that his time will not be suificient to en-
able him to do that. A case came under
my notice recently in which a settler died
and his partner endeavoured to raise
money in order to buy the widow and
children out, but he could not do that be-
canse under the new regulations the
security above that given to the bank was
noi considered sufficient. Lots of people
have seftled on the land believing thal it
would be an easy way of making a living
and of achieving fortune, but hope does
not build a farm. Eveu money does not
make a farm suecessful; knowledge ouly
comes hy experience, and experience takes

time and  money. Many  people
settle on the land and find that
hope  decreases when  misfortunes

come along, and they may he dis-
couraged and desire to get away, but
unless they are allowed to sell their hold-
ings ihey must leave behind them every-
thing they have expended and go away
with empty pockets. The Minister no
doubt would make arrangements by which
a sale might be effected, but there are not
only a dozen cases of that sort: there are
hundreds of them in this country, and
there will be hundreds more. Farming is
no more an industry than any other, in
which by merely engaging in it people
can make a suecess, And as in all eallings
there are people who are snecessful, so
there ave people who are ot successful.
Those who are unsuceessful, even after an
‘honest effort has been made, should not
be barred from parting with their hold-
ings if they ecan de so, and if someone is
willing to take on the burden. The Pre-
mier spoke about his party’s programme
with regard to the non-alienation of lands,
and the ultimate nationalisation of all
land. T hope before the session is closed

it may be possible for us to have a debate
on that subjeet, so that we may really
know exaetly what is meant. I must con-
fess, after a perusal of scores of speeches
made by varions members.on both sides
that I am not clear, even after the quota-
tions from Webster, as to what is (he

meaning of the Labour party. The
ultimate nationalisation of all lands,
to my mind, ean only mean that

at some date, whether it be sooner
or later, the State will acguire
the possession of ali land. If that is
what the Premier means let us have it in
words that we certainly can unnderstand.
It does not matter whether it is to be in
three years, or 30 years, or even 300 years,
if the objective of the party which
the Premier has the honour to lead is the
ullimate nequisition of all land from
evervone, let us understand it so that we
may know where we are; do not let us
cloalt it wilth specions references in the
way thal las been attempted. T notice
ihat the Government intend to go on with
the building of railways. I am rather
olad to nolice that, and, if they will per-
mit me to make a suggestion T wounld urge
them to see that the railways are not
handed to ihe Commissioner merely as
lines to be vun, but that proper provision
should be made for rolling stock when
they are handed over. The poliey ever
sinee [ have had anything to do with
polities, has been lo ask for an authorisa-
tion for a railway line, and there has
never been within my memory adequate
provision made for engines or rolling
stoek to run over those lines. It only
requires a liltle consideration to show that
if a vailway is built close to ihe capital
the work can be done with fewer trucks
than would he the case if the railway were
say, 200 miles away. For every 50 or
100 miles away from the main centre,
allowanee must be made for a larger per-
centage of volling slock. I am satisfied
that if the Minister for Railways will go
into this malter with the heads of the
depariment le will provide each
railway with its proper equipment of
engines and trueks. The Premier made
some reference to increases to rvailway
servants. 1 am not going to enter into a



[7 Novemper, 1911.] ) ‘49

debate as to whether those increases are
correct or not; the Government have

taken the responsibility, and the
cost of it they will discover as
time goes on. I wish to take

the opportunity of saying that when
the minimum wage is made 9s. a day, the
minimum for any man of mature age
employed on the railways, they will have
to take into consideration those men who
have been receiving more than that; those
men will expeet to receive the same ratio
of increase. It will perhaps not be out of
place for me to refer to the position of
the salaried staff on the railways. The
Minister will find on inguiry that there
are many officials in responsible positions
who are actually receiving less money than
the men whom they are bossing. Take,
for instanece, the station masters, T ean
give the hon. member a number of in-
stances where it will be found that the
station master is working for 10%4d.
and 11d. an hour, while the porters
whom he is superintending are being paid
1s. 1%d. an hour. It will also
be found that the porters work eight
lionrs a day -while the station mas-
ters are doing 12 heours, If we
are to have, as we understand from the
Premier, an absolute levelling up, this
matter shonld be faken into consideration.
There is ancther matter 1 would like to
refer to and that iz with regard to (he
classifieation of the officers on the rail-
way. Duoring the cowrse of my eareer [
have always been fortunate in having
employers who have recognised any
extra duty that T may have performed;
that prineiple has been recognised also in
the agreement with the tradesmen of the
Railway Departmeni of this State, bat,
so far as officers are concerned, in not
only their recent classification but the
classification which preceded it, the classi-
fications were made and the men who had
done all the work in the time of stress,
and who should have received the reward,
were shifted to places where the salaries
were lower, and new men were put
in their places at the higher salary.
I have one instanee in my mind,
namely, at Collie. Tt may be known
that my place in the South-West

(21

is near Collie and that I bave the oppor-
tunity of seeing the manner in which the
work is dome in that particular parr,
There was a great rush in connection with
the shipment of Collie coal some months
ago, and the station masters at Collie and
at Brunswick Junetion worked the traffie
adwirably, and none could have found
fault with it; indeed they eould only ex-
press admiration at the manner in which
the work was done, without trouble and
economically. A classification committee
went atound and arrived at Collie, and
decided that the Collie station was worth
a remuneration of £220 a year for the
work which was being done; yet the man
who had been doing the work was receiv-
ing £180 a year, and he, in duve course,
was shifted away from there to another
station where he could only get £150, and
someone else was brought into the posi-
tion to receive £220. To my mind the -
man who bad borne the heat and burden
of the dayshould have received recognition.

The Minister for Mines: It may be that
the man who was sent there was a senior
officer.

Mr, GEORGE: Exaectly, but that is not
a solitary instance; I am prepared to give
others., There is a very good precedent
with regard to the question of an officer
performing higher duties and reeeiving
pay for it in the agreement with the men;
even prior to that the gentlemen who
carried on the management of the rail-
ways before T became Commissioner in
1902, namely, the present Commissioner,
and Mr. Douglas, who earried on the
duties as Acting Chief Traffie Manager,
received at my bands, with the coneur-
rence of the then Government, a bonus
for the time that they performed the
duites of the higher offices, To my mind,
in private life, if we find a man has ear-
ried us through, we recognise his éfforts
and T see no reason why similar recogni-
tion should not be given on the railways.
I notice with regard to the waler supply
of the State that it is considered to be
sufficiently important to be made a sepa-
rate department; I think that is'a wise
move, I do not know whether it wus pro-
posed by the predecessors of the present
Government, and though I do not care
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who initiated it, I think it is a wise thing,
bui I hope it will not mean the ereation
of anothev portfolio. T think the State
has sufficient to pay for the cost of gov-
ernment without adding farther to its
financial responsibility in that way. There
is one thing I regrei which dees not ap-
pear in this Speech, and the hon. member
for Bunbwry will agree with me when I
refer to it, that is the question of irriga-
tion. Trrigation in the Soull-Wesi is 2
matter wiich during the last 12 months
has come 1nto prominence, firstly; at Roe-
lands and secondly at Harvey, and I am
gqmte convinced, from my intimale know-
ledge of the sonth-west, that this irriga-
tion scheme will well repay the attention
of the Government, and any money lhat
may be expended on it. If the Govern-
ment will carry out the scheme which has
already been surveyed they will find that
the people will be willing to pay for it;
they do aol desire that this should be done
as an act «f charity; they are prepared to
pay for it. Under these cireumstances I
am sure the member for Bunbury will be
willing to assist me in bringing this about.
I notice {00 that the Government are going
to appoint a TPublic Works Committee.
It is now ahout 15 years since I spoke on
that subject in the old Chamber, and I am
glad to see thal time has brought about
what T consider to be a very proper thing.
The Public Works Commitice was re-
carded by some of the former Govern-
menls as a body which wounld take away
from Ministers responsibilities which they
should shoulder. If it did mean that, T
wonld be against it, but what is the re-
sponsibility that a Minister does shoulder?
The Premier has spoken about the leader
of the Opposition in reeard to finance,
but where is ihe responsibiliiy?  YWhat
can you do? Tiven supposing that the
leader of the Opposition, when Premier,
had buneded the finances and lost money
for the counbiy. unless he put it o his
own privale uge yvou fould noft pul him in
Fremanile gaol. The responsibilify eon-
sists of simply sitting in a chair in the
House and being bullied and pitehed into
by members. The people wlo are re-
sponsible for electing Ministers can put
them ont of public life and that is practi-

“man,

cally the end of it. I believe this Publie
Works Commitiee will do a great amount
of 2ood and they will have an opportunity
to investigate matters more closely than
Ministers could possibly do or have the
time to do. And I Lhink that
when that is done and the Publiec Works
Committea have decided on lhe course
that should be {aken it will be for the
House to uphold Lhem, and not to pull
them lo meces as we have seen done in
regard to lhe war of routes, and not to
allow outside influence to be brought to
bear. The reduction of Ministerial sal-
aries is also mentioned, and when the Bill
comes hefore the House I shall have an
opportunity of saying something, and I
shall have a few remarks to make on the
Premier’s Speech, which I desive to reply
to, There is another matter T should like
to have scen in the Speech, hut no doubt
it 35 ineubnling at the present time, and
that 15 the Licensing Act Amendment, the
loeal option that was talked aboul, the
business that caused tha country to he
innndated by cireulars from intemperate
temperance people, that caused candidates
on the hustings to be asked questions that
should not be asked of them; questions
put by the temperance party who did not
know how to be temperate in language
aud temperate in their manner. I received
a cireular from some of the temperance
sociefies, and it was one of the most im-
pertinent eireulars ever sent to a public
T did not reply to it. The eandi-
date was asked to reply whether he was
in favour of this thing or the other, and
if he did not reply it would bhe taken aa
“no,” and they would act accordingly. As
far as T am concerned they acted aecord-
inglv. but T am here. Boih sides of the
House could well express an opimon on
this malter of interfering with the free-
dom of eandidates and trying to coerce
their judmment and views, either by the
cold water people on the onhe side or the
beer sellers on the other, who sent out
circulars lolding a threat over a candi-
date and trying to foree him at the point
of the bavonet. No one in the countrv
desires temperance more than I do, but
T refuse to be coerced by heer advocates
or water drinkers.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): Yon got a ejveular from the other
sida too. :

Mr. GEORGE: I did, and I treated both
cirealars alike. 1 received other cirenlars
as well. One from a social purity society
and I replied to that, because it was sent
to me by a lady whom I koew and who
knew how to write a letter in a ladylike
style, giving the views of the society. I
do not think it is necessary for me to say
more on the Address-in-reply as we have
to get through the business of the country.
It is well, perhaps, that there should be a
change of seats at times, because it leads
one to see things from a different point
of view. We may get our opinions nar-
rowed if we continnally sit on the one
side, therefore we congratulate our friends
on the other side in having an epportunity
of seeing how things look from the other
side of the House, and it is lo be hoped
that their views will be so broadened be-
fore the next general election that instead
of their heing two parties fighting one
against the other, that we shall have two
parlies with one object, and that the best
interests of the country in which we live.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): I rise to sup-
port the motion so ably and eloquently
moved by the member for Bunbury on the
Address-in-reply, and I would briefly at
the outset refer to a remark made by the
member for Murray-Wellington, who said
that he was pleased to think that some of
tle members of the late Opposition had
now an opportunity of viewing from this
(Government) side of the House what

such a small party look like to them.

However, I wish to say that I desirve to
take the opportunity, and I believe it is
customary for new members to rise and
add their quota to the Address-in-reply,
and while T helieve it is desirable that
new members should be given the oppor-
tanity in this direction, at the same time
I do not think it is desirable that the time
of the House should be occupied to any
great length over the Address-in-reply.
I, personally, would prefer to see the
Government, whether labour or liberal,
jn power. do its level hest to dispense with
this eustom of lengthening ont the motion
on the Address-in-reply, and to seitle

right down to the business of legislation
as speedily as possible. I am here, re-
turned by the people to give my support
to what I consider a progressive policy,
a progressive policy indeed outlined by
the Lahour party, and not a policy that
would err on the side of retrogression.
I feel this evening somewhat at a disad-
vantage in speaking after the leader of
the Opposition and the Premier. It has
been said that the sun shines with a sub-
dued light after the king has gone. We
have had two langs this afternoon, there-
fore, perhaps I am speaking at a disad-
vanfage on this occasion. Dealing with
the Speech of His Execellency, I am
pleased, indeeed, that special attention
has been given by the Government to
land settleinent, and I desire to congratu-
late the Minister for Lands on the at-
tempt which he has already made to put
a stop to what are termed purely specu-
lative dealings in land. I feel sure that
though, perhaps, there may be some ap-
parent injustices, I am quite content that
the Minister for Lands will deal with each
case on ifs merits, and when a case of in-
justice is inflicted, or about to be inflicted
on any settler and it is placed before the
Minister, he at any rate, and I am sure
the Government, will give that c¢ase earn-
est consideration, and I will use my best
efforts in the House at any time to en-
deavour, at least T shall use my influence
to have the Minister deal as leniently as
he possibly can with pioneer setilers. I
feel gunite sore that it is not the intention
of the Minister to deal unjustly with any
selfler, but it is the intention of the Mini-
ster, and he will receive my support at
all times, to deal in as harsh a manner as
possible with what are termed purely
speculative people. In regard to land
settlement, it is cheerful to note the
healthy optimism displaved in His Fx-
cellency’s Speech regarding the mining
industry, but I note there is but hrief
reference to the coal mining industry of
the State. T hope that the brief refer-
ence to that indusiry does not signify that
the Government do not look with any-de-
eree of unimportanee on the coal minings
industry of the State. Perhaps in mak:
ing a brief reference to the coal mining
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industry they bhave done so in order to
keep in unison with the member for Col-
lie (Mr. A. A. Wilson) who is rather of
diminutive stature himself, I am pleased
also to note that reference is made to the
building of homes for the people, and
when the Government do take this in hand,
or the Minister concerned does place be-
fore the people of Western Australia his
proposals in this direetion, I hope that he
will, in framing his scheme, take into con-
sideralion the benefits that are to be de-
rived by those who live in what are known
as the outer suburban distriets, in the hills
distriets particularly, lying outside the
metropolitan area, and in connection with
this may T be permitied to refer to the
advantages to be possessed by giving op-
portunities to city dwellers to build homes
for themselves in the hills districts, or 1n
what are now known as the outer suburban
districts. T refer now particularly to suech
lines as the Kalamunda distriet line, the
Smill’s Mill district line, and the Arma-
dale djstrict line, and I hope the Minister
for Railways will take an opportunity of
providing an adequate train service for
the people of these districts in order to
give the city workers, and the d“'e]lel:s
of the city an opportunity, after their
day’s work, to get away out of the town
co as to spend their evenings and their
week-ends in these districts and derive the
benefit that is te he derived from the en-
ervating ntmosphere of the districts 1
have mentioned. His Excellency’s Speech
also contains reference to the fact that
Alinislers have under consideration the
routes of several railways. There is one
railway I hope the Ministry will give earu-
est and favourable consideration to when
considering these various voutes. I refer
to the Narrogin or Brookton to Armadale
or Kelmscott railway. A report has been
furnished by the Advisory Board, and no
dembt it will be 1aid on the Table of the
Hounse shortly. T feel sure that the report
will bear ont my statement this evening,
that if this line is hnilt it will open up
come of the best agrienltural areas in
Western Australia.  There is one omis-
cion from His Txrelleney’s Speech that.
perhaps, I may he pardaned for referring
to. No refererce whalever is made

to the important matter of forestry. I
hope that the omission does not signify
that the Government intend to neglect,
or have overlooked the importance of the
reafforestation of Western Australia.
There is another matier also that. per-
haps, 1 may dreaw atiention io this after-
noon. No reference whalever is made in
His Excellency’s Speech 1o the creation
of a Stote Expovt Department. This is
a matler that partienlarly concerns the
eleclorate which T represent; [ refer now
pacticularly to the fruit industry. Any
remarks of mine on this subject might,
perhaps, be received with a certain
amonnt  of  opposition from  some
members on this side and members
on the other side, in so far that it
is believed by some that it is not at all
neeessary that there should be any ex-
port of fruit from Western Anslrolia at
the present time. I do not agree with that
contention. T realise that Wesiern Auns-
tralian fruit has already secured a very
high reputation in the London market,
and I believe that good reputation should
be maintained at all risks, and T believe
it is the duty of the Government to bring
about the ereation of a State Export De-
partment, or in the meantime to see that
the Government exercise a greater super-
vision over the export of fruit so that
wilh the larger expansion of this indus-
try—and I am of opinion that the fruit
industry is destined fo be one of the big-
mest industries of the State, and believing
that, T should be lacking in my duty to
my constituents as well as to the people
of Western Australia if I did not at-
tempt to impress on Ministers the neces-
sily for seeing that Ihe Government should
exercise the strietest snpervision over the
export of fruit, beeause I believe as the
industry expands, and with the rush of
fruit to the metropelitan area. or in the
case of export, with the rush of fruit to
the boat side, in all the hurry and bustle
it is not al all likely that privaie enter-
prise would deal with this industry as the
State conld and the repuiation of the
State for fruit will be damaged. There-
fore I believe is is in the best interests of
the State that the Government should
fnke (his matter in hand at ihe earliest
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opportunity. I believe also had the Gov-
ernment taken the matter in hand before
and had there been a State BExport De-

partment we should not have seen happen -

what did happen last seasoun, when some
of the finest fruit produced in Western
Australia arrived in the English markets
when the Continental fruit was being
brought there, the consequence of wlich
was that growevs reeeived for sone of
their best fruit grown in this State a
nel retarn of from 1s. to 2s. per case, In
the interests of the producer and the con-
sumer it is necessary that a State Export
Department should be created. At the
same fime I wish lo emphasise this fact
that T am of opinion that under an ef-
feetive system of distribution whereby the
consumer and the producer can be
bronght together the population of West-
ern Australia will be sufficient to consume
for some time most of the fruit produeed
in this State. Tt 1s necessary that
the Government should take in hand the
bringing abont of a more effective system
of distribution, and I believe one thing
that would tend to bring that about
speedily would be the creation of open
markets. I am pleased to note reference
lias been made to the fact that it is the
intention of the Government to bring
about the betterment of the conditions
prevailing in the public service. There are
many temporary hands in almost every
brauch of the Government service and
they received at the hands of the late
Government very unjust treatment. Some
of these men were in their positions as
temporary hands for periods of from five
to eight vears, and carrvied out their duties
with the greatest abilily and eredit to
themselves and credit to the State; but
not only were they kept on as lemporary
hands for these long periods of five to
eizht years, but during the whole of that
period some of them did not receive a
shilling vise in salary notwithstanding the
good services they rendeved their State.
Reference was made by the member for
Murray-Wellington to the faet that he

wnew certain  slatiorn-masters who  had
been removed to stations of lower
classification. Evidently {he classifira-

tion of the station was carvied out and

not the classifieation of the man,
This is & matter that does not, only
coneern the railway service, it also ecom-
cerns every branch of the civil service. I
know of many teachers in the Eduecation
Departrment who have not had a bad re-
port or a black mark against them and
who are known as men of skill and
ability as teachers, and who to-day are
carrying out their work and have horne the
heat and burden of the day, bui yet are
in the humilialing position of seeing some
of the pupils they tanght in sehool placed
in charge of schools to-day and receiving
higher salaries than themselves. I would
not wonder at it if they had not proved
their ability as teachers. The lrouble in
the Education Department is that loo
much attention has been paid to the lit-
erary attainments and scholastie abilities
of the men engaged in the serviee and not
to their skill and ability as teachers. I
hope nnder the new Minister for Eduea-
tion these anomalies will be removed, and
1 look to him to effect retorms very badly
needed in the department. We have had
the leader of the Opposition and the ex-
Minister for Kdueation at couferences ad-
dressing gatherings of teacliers four or
five hundred io nvmber, and asking the
teachers lo necept their word that if they
did not get their reward so far as ve-
muneration from the State was concerned,
at any rate they would get their reward
in the hereafier for the just and noble
work they were carrying on. That is all
very well, but it is a poor return indeed
to offer these men and women who are
asked to go out inte the bLaekblocks of
our country fo mould the minds of the
rising generation of this grand State of
ours. But it is a grand and noble work,
and it is 2 work too high a value eannsi be
set on, and it is o work for which indeed
a higher raie of vemuneration should be
given.

Mr. Heitmann:
get it

Mr. TORVEY: I am pleased to hear
that, and T hope not only thal the Gov-
ernment will make the promise to the
teachers and carry it into effect, but also
that it will receive the support of Opposi-
tion members, The trouble in the past

Hear, hear! They will
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was the teachers stood still as a body and
did not ventilate their grievances. Suf-
ferance has been the badge of their tribe,
consequently they have had to suffer for
it. I want to refer to the establishment
of the State seeondary school. It was
a move in the right direction, but I hope
that the time is not far distant when ihe
fees in connection with that school will
be abolished so that when we have our
free University we will have the system of
education complete.  Another matter T
may be pardoned referring to at this
juncture is the eost of books to the par-
ents. 1t affecis the people of the State,
and partieularly the poorer people. We
speak about free education, but I can tell
hon. members, as a teacher lately employed
in the Education Department, I know only
too well what the cost has been to many
of the poorer parents of this State. Many
a pound have I as a teacher—and T am
voleing what has been done by many
teachers throughout Western Australia—
mwany a pound have I spent myself simply
because I had my heart in my work and
love for the children; 1 dipped my hand
info my own pocket when the parents
were poor, and, out of the miserable pit-
tance T and other teachers received, paid
for books that the State expected the
pavettts Lo provide, If we speak of free
education to the children of the State,
let it be free, and let us abolish these
charges that have been made for books;
heeause they are chargzes that amount to a
considerable cost indeed per annum.

Mr. Heitmanu : Tn South Australia they

, are giving free books.

Mr. TURVEY: T am glad to hear it,
and T hope the time is not far distaot
when that practice will be followed here.
I hope the new Minister will pay the tea-
chers the salaries commensurate with the
work they are doing, and that in future
the teachers will be paid for their skill
and ahility as teachers and not for their
literary attaimments. Under the system
nnder which our teachers are asked to
work they are carrving out clerieal work,
instead of earrving out their true work
of teaching. We are payving teachers of
the State to do work as teachers and not
as clerks, yet to-day a teacher of what is
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called a one-man school, the smaller type
of country school, hag to spend as much
time in elerieal work in the way of pre-
- paration of records, charts, eteetera, as
in the actual work of teaching. Let us
abolish this. I hope the Minister will as
early as possible relieve the ieachers of
the State of the vast amount of elerical
work they have been asked to perform.
It is altogether too harsh treatment to
mete out to them to have them, after
their day’s work, sitting down for hours
and hours up till midnighi doing a vast
amount of ¢lerical work which is unneees-
sary and should be dispensed with if the
Minister in charge of the department
would place a little more confidence in
the teachers or in his subordinate officers.
Much has been said as fo the salaries paid
to teachers of the State; but although
certain inerements have been granted to
some teachers, the position is that, out of
853 head teachers and assistants in the
employ of the department at the end of
1910, there were no less than 564 in re-
ceipt of a salary of £180 per annum or
less; and U regret to say many of them
are in veceipl of a salary of £100 per
annam. Again, ouf of 447 head teaclers,
301 were in receipt of £1S0 a year or less,
1 hope in the future the new Minister
will pay a salary commensurate with the
importance of the work the teachers are
called vpon io perform. The leader of
the Opposition made reference to the fact
that the member for Bunbury had spoken
of certain members perhaps being per-
mitted to do a certain amount of crowing,
I hope T will not be guilty of that, and
I do not think many members on this side
of the House will do mnch erowing over
the fact that the Labour party were re-
turned to power with such a big majority.
At any rate T do not intend to do any
crowing, I have come here to assist
my colleagues in pushing on the legis-
lation of this country, I vrealise
the responsibility that has been placed
on my shonlders as an humble unit
in this Chamber; and while it is my
carnest intention to endeavour at all tines
to do my duty to my constitnents, at the
sume time it is my intention also to loy-
allv support the Government in earrying
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out the grand and progressive poliey they
have placed before the people and which
received the endorsement of the people in
such a eonvineing manner. Reference has
also been made by the leader of fhe Op-
position this afternoon to an understand-
ing that is supposed, in his mind al any
rate, to have existed between the Premier
and the Public Service Association in con-
nection with the Publie Service Commis-
sioner, I do not think there is a single
member on the Government side of the
House who, during the campaign, offered
one word against the Public Serviee Com-
missioner. As a late public servani, I
have nothing whatever o say against that
geatleman in his position as Public Ser-
vice Commissioner; but I quite agree
with the Premier and his Ministers that
they did a duty to the country in giving
an expression of opinion as to the secret
manner in whieh the reappointment was
conferred. The leader of the Opposition
also referved to the omission from the
(Governor’s Speech of several promised
public works and reforms. T am
rather inclined to congratulate the Pre-
mier and the Ministry generally on
the faet that they have displayed suffi-
clent intelligence to see that many of
the big reforms and hig public works
promised were omitted. rather than that
they, on taking over the reins of Gov-
ernment, shonld in a hasty manmner rush
into legislation and bring these reforms
into effeet. Better if was to wait unfil
they were acquainted with their offices.
When they do bring down these reforms
I am sure they will be aceeptable and will
de an everlasting good to the people of
this State. The leader of the Opposition
expressed his surprise that the cost of
living had not come down with the advent
of the Labour Government. T know the
Labour Government are capable of great
things, and I expect great things from the
Ministry, but at the same time T do not
think that anyone could seriously expect
that they might do anything in this diree-
fion so early in the session. I am quite
sure that the Government will take the
mafter in hand at the earliest possible
moment. I am hopeful myself that they
will deal with this important gquestion at

the earliest possible moment and that they
will make inguiry into the eost of living.

The Minister for Justice: They are
doing so already.

My. TURVEY: I am glad to hear it,
because it is a matter that presses heavily
on the people, and it is one the Govern-
ment, I hope, will give effect to at lhe
earliest possible opportunity. I have no
move £0 say on this oceasion. T wish to
express my pleasure at the patient mannar
in which my remarks have been lisiened
to by both sides of the House.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore): It is
not my intention to delay the House
long on this oceasion but we are Living
under a system of party Government, and
I have been returned to this Elonse, as
other members alongside of me, as an
oppounent of the Government now in
power. It is nol my intention to do any-
thing thet may relard in any way lhe in-
terests or the advancement of thisz ecoun-
try; it is our duty to the Stale to eriticise
and, if possible, to put right the Govern-
ment of the country, and to put them on
the straight path, if we consider they are
wandering from it. So far as I can see
there are no very great pringiples involved
in the Speech which His Excellency the
Governor delivered to this House, and
had there been any great prineiples in-
volved, perhaps mueh move might have
heen heard frors members on ihis side.
Tn the speeches which have been made
by members who now represent this State
in the government of the country, doring
the electioneering campaign we heard of
a great many principles which were in-
volved, No doubt those creat princinles
will be brought before the 1Touse hefove
any length of time elapses, and when that
thne does come of course the Government
will hear from this side of the House
with regard o those questions. In repre-
senting an agricultural eommunity I am
pleased to find at any rate that the Gov-
ernment have at once taken steps to re-
lieve some of the temporary diffenlties
which the agrieulturists have gone throngh
during the trying winter lately experi-
enced. 1 am pleased at this, but at the
same tine I feel confident that they are
merely carrying out the same policy, the



56 [ASSEMBLY.]

same line of action which would have been
carrred out by the Government which was
lately in power. I am pleased to find the
Government at any rate are taking steps
in this direetion. I represent in this
House not only those who are living under
the wvery best rainfall conditions, but at
the same time agrieulturists who are living
perhaps under very different conditions
from those nearer the coast. I am pleased
to learn from the Press that the Works
Depariment have lately discovered water
at Wongan Hilis, and I trust the Govern-
ment, having found this water, will not
stand still but will use all means to get
it to the surface. I hope at the same time,
while the Government are exercising their
efforts in that direction, that they will
go further north and endeavour to dis-
cover water in the neighbourhood of the
homesteads of the settlers there, and show
them that they may be able to tide over
the hard swmizer now hefore them, The
season we have lately gone thvough per-
haps is an abnormal oue to a certain ex-
tent, but these times have to be looked for-
ward to and accounted for, and althongh
there are many seltlers in this country
experiencing  difficulties at the present
time, sti'l those who have farmed accord-
ing to the best methods are those who have
suffered less, and what good farming will
mean under conditions such as we have
lately had has been an objeet lesson tc
many in this State this season. I repre-
sent a part of the State, the people in
which have very often been considered by
the Parliament of the conniry as living
in an alien State. T hope, now that T am
representing this portion of the State
that the distriet will no longer be looked
upon by Parliament as an alien one. T
am pleased to think that the Government
of the present day are showing their sym-
pathy with regard to this portion of the
State, and T am pleased to know that they
are about to bring it info unity with the
rest of Western Australia, and I ecan
assure them that they will have my best
assistanee in that direetion. We hope to
have the assistance of the Government and
this Parliament, as well as other porfions
of the State, for the chief fown of the
districts whieh I represent, and where at

the present time there is a water famine.
This is throngh no fanlt of the people and
through no fault of mine. During all the
time I have been in that district, T have
endeavoured to push on any work that
might have for its object the discovery of
water in the neighbourhood. The Govern-
ment have been doing this for some time
past owing to my endeavowrs, but I can-
net compliment the Works Department on
the expedition they have shown in the
matler. I trust the Minister in chavge of
that department will now goad on his
officials to put a little more energy into
the work of endeavouring to discover some
method by whieh this district ean be sup-
plied with waler. I am pleased at any
rate to think that the Midland Railway
Company at the preseni time have taken
the matter in hand; T am pleased to think
this becanse this company bave generally
been looked upon as a company which was
backward in such public matters. I am
pleased to think that the eompany are
now about to erect tanks at Moora and
that they are about to train water tlo
that town, not only for the benefit of
the people residing here, but alse for the
benefit of the people sending stock away
by train. I think this is an example whicn
the Government of the country might well
follow.

The Minister for Works: The Govern-
ment are erecting the tanks.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Midland
Railway Company are doing the training
but I am glad to think that the Govern-
ment are assisting in this matter. T was
not aware that the Government were tak-
ing a hand in it

The Minister for Works: You are giv-
ing the company credit for ereeting the
tanks; they were supplied by the Govern-
ment.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I am extremely
pleased to hear that, and T compliment the
Government on the fact and I compliment
the Minister for Works. As I have said [
was pleased io think that the present Gov-
ernment were showing some sympathy
towards what has been looked upon in the
past as an alien State. T can understand
that the present Government have only
lately come into power, and that, as they
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are new to the administration of their
olfices, some time muost elapse before they
ean place before Parliament measures of
any great importance to the country. I
appreciate this and 1 appreciate the fact
that the Government at any rate must fecl
its way, and must take hold of the depart-
ments and get properly in charge of the
veins before they can start on anything
-very definite. Consequently I do not
think that the House and the country can
expect. them to do much in the immediate
fulure. At the same time I am pleased
to think that they arve seized already wilh
the importance of these matters, which are
of a domesfic character, and 1 ean assure
them that any assistanee T can give them
in the House, or outside of it, towards
carrying oul the policy which may be to
the benefit of the eountry, I shall be only
too glad to do so. At the same time,
wlhere T feel that the policy of the Gov-
ernwent is not in the inlerests of the
ecountry—of course we all have diffevent
optnions with regavd to various matlers—
it will he my duty to give the Govern-
ment and Parliament my reasons for noi
being in aceord with fhose views. T am
pleased to think that the Government are
considering the agzrieuitural resources of
this country; of course they must do so.
The development of agriculture bas
always been looked upon in the House
as of lhe first importance. I have sat in
this House for a great number of vears
in the past and the question of land
seltlement has been regarded as one of
the great objects that Parliament desired
to bring about, and T think ne Govern-
ment has done more than the late Gov-
ernment to advance those interests. T
only hope that ihe Government now in
power will carry out the hold and
progressive policy which was inangurated
many years ago by the Government I
was assoeiated with, and which was car-
ried on by the Government which was
lately in power. If that is done the coun-
try must progress; at the same time I
feel that the development of agriculture
in a great country like this, where we
have such great differences in climate and
in rainfall, has to be carried on with the
very greatest caution, I think it is the

duty of the Government, as the advisers
of those who have to go out and settle in
the back blocks, to be thoroughly seized
of what the climatic conditions are before
they endeavonr to setile people on the
land. T hope that will be the policy of
the Government in the future., With ve-
gard to the money questions we hive
heard spoken of here to-night, the ques-
tions of the deerease in the Ministerial
salaries, and of those matters of land
policy, they can be better replied to and
better spoken on by those who have ad-
tninistered the departments in recent
vears. I simply rise on this oceasion to
inform the House that it will be my duty,
while 1 have the honour to sit in the
House, to assist the Government in pass-
ing all those progressive measures which
may have for their object the prosperity
of Western Ausiralia. At the same time [
shall object with no uncertain voice to
any measures which may be brought for-
ward, and whiech may not be in ihe best
inleresis of the ecountry. With regard (o
inereased salaries, we have heard a great
deal from members on the other side of
the House, and members generally appear

‘to be about to urge the Government of

the day to increase everybody’s salary all
round. It is a very delightful thing to
be able to increase salaries. 1 am pleased
to think that members on the other side
of the House, and perhaps the Govern-
ment with them, feel that they are in a
Position to increase salaries, It is a very
gratifying thing to all of us to increase
salaries. But I have always looked upon
this question as a matter of finance, and
if we are going to inercase salaries all
round we are either going to get increased
revenue, or that money with which salaries
are ta be increased has to be taken out of
someone else’s pocket. I hope if that is
done the Governmeni will not come for-
ward with any poliey that will deal un-
Justly with the people settled on the land
of this country. There is an impression
in the minds of some—it is the docirine
of Henry George and others—thal the
land should find the money for every-
thing, T am opposed to that, certainly in
a new country like Western Australia.
We are endeavonring to put people on



58 [ASSEMBLY.]

the land; we want population more than
‘anything else; the country is pining for
people. If we can get them here we have
‘to put (hem on the land, and it is a bad
thing in the interests of this eouniry
whilst endeavouring to place people on
the land Lo lead them to believe that fur-
ther burdens will be placed on the
shonlders of those on the land. Becanse
every man that goes on the land hopes
not always Lo remain the holder of merely
a few acres. It is ambition thaf makes
the world go round, and it is ambition
that is going 1o make this conniry. 1
hope (he natural ambition of man, and
man’s individuality are nol going to be
smothered by any legislation to be passed
through the House. It is the natural
.ambition of man to go forward, and it is
the opiitnist who makes the country, aund
not the pessimist; il is the man with a
belief in the country, the man who is pre-
pared to go out on to the land and open
it up. But that man goes Lhere, not with
a view of remaining all his life the owner
of a few aeres, bul with a natural ambi-
tion to gel on; and if i a few years’
time he finds Le requires a thousand

acres instead of one hundred acres, I say -

he should have those thousand acres, and
should not be at once weighted down by
taxation or some other form of oppres-
sion. Unfortunately that appears to be
the object of many I have heard on tihe
subjeet. 1 hope the present Government
will vever introduee to this Parliament
measures which have in view the erushing
of the ambhifion of the individual or the
crushing of the individuality of the
people of this ecountry. If the Govern-
ment do vot do that, if they desire to for-
ward the progress of this country by
helping to push it up instead of pulling
il down. I ean assure them they will have
my assistance, and, I feel confident, the
assistance of all members on this side
of the House. T would not eall it a waste
of time speaking on this motion, seeing
that it affords members an opportunity
of speaking generally on matters refer-
ring to the State; but at the same time T
think it unnecessary to unduly prolong
speeches in addressing the Honse on this
motion. Tt is not my intention to delay

hon. members any further on this ocea-
sion. 1 trust that their deliberations
under your guidance, Mr. Speaker, may
be to the best advantage of Western Aus-
tralia and may be carried on without heat
or acrimony.

Mr. DWYER (Perth) : I rise with
a considerable amount of diffidence to ad-
dress this Assembly for the first time.
However, 1 hope to have the indulgence
of hon. members, not perhaps with regard
to the matter of what T say, but rather
the manner, which I hope may he par-
doned in a new member addvessing an
angust Assewbly presiding over the des-
tiny of Western Australia. As the result
of the recent elections we have heard the
counfry proncunce its deecision in no un-
certain voice, We have had the labhour
side returned with a hnge majority, and
the anti-labour side retuwrned with shat-
tered forces. No doubt there are many
causes lo which we may attribute this
erushing defeat of what was the Minister-
ial party, but I belive the chief amongst
these causes was that termed the Redis-
tribution of Seats Act, an Act termed
“redistribntion,” buot which really meant
retribution upon the heads of those whe
were the authors of its being. “Built” as
it was “in the eclipse and rigg’d with
curses dark,” deep and profound as were
the methods of political enginéering which
hurried and manouvred that Bill through
the Assembly, the persons who were the
authors of it reaped af the hands of the
clectors the just rewavd of their pains,
But in addition to that Bill. which the
peopsle 1ooked npon as an outrage of their
constitutionnl principles and liberties, and
indeed an outragze of the decency of com-
mon Parliamentary usage, another, and
a very powerful factor in the defeat,
was the increase in Ministers' salaries,
ot, to speak more correctly, the manner in
whieh that increase was effected. T have
no hesitation in saxing that praetically
all the eountry was in the dark as to these
inercases until it leaked out towards the
end of the campaign for the general elee-
tions just passed.  Ministers inereased
their salaries by the very dubious and
questionable method of remodelling an Act
and dropping a few sections of that Aet,
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which to the unminitiated would be left
quite unnoficed. The dropping of these
sections was really the cloaking of the
purpose in hand; becanse the people them-
selves did not know that by the fact of
Ministers being members of Parliament,
as well as oceupying the Treasury
bench, -they were entitled to receive £300
in addition to their Ministerial salaries.
When. however, the country found out
what had been done a shout of indignation
went up, and rang round the ears of
Ministerial eandidates during the contest
just finished. ln decent government and
decent administration 1 think the public
should always be taken into the full and
complete confidence of the Ministry in
power. More especially is that so in a
matter atfecting themselves personally,
such as this was. Another matter which
I think had a great infinence over the
result of the recent elections was the high
cost of living, which the people attributed,
and to a great extent rightly, to the un-
sympathetic nature of the past Adminis-
tration. The eost of living is an item
which must always be taken into con-
sideration when wages are being fixed,
and as sueh it 1s almost of equal import-
ance {0 the daily wage paid to the work-
ing man. Beeause, after all, it is of
very little use o raise a man’s wages
if the inerease is to bhe all swallowed
up in the purchase of the necessi-
ties of life. The cost of living has
been increased. and that not by natural
but by artifieinl causes. If it had heen
due to natural causes we wounld have had
to bear it as well as we could, but when
the gost of living is increased by artifieial
causes I submit it is the duty of any
Government to do what they ean, first of
all to investigate those causes, and, if they
¢an be removed, to remedy the evil hy
having those eauses removed. The cost
of living, or of the necessities of life, in
Western Australia as compared with the
cost of living in the other Stafes was out
of all propertion, and there was no lozieal
ov naturval reason why we should be pay-
ing so much more than was being paid in
the FEastern States: in fact the whole of
evidence on this guestion seemed to show
that there was some inflnence at work

producing the artificial cause of the high
cost of living. ‘The members of the past
Administration did not concern themselves
in the least about this artificial cause.
They were troubled- rather with having
the country so mapped out or distributed
as to ensure their own return to power;
and the people looked at the matter and
considered they were heing dealt with un-
£airly by the negleet to take this artificial
eause inte acconnt. I am glad to hear
now that one of the first acts of the
present Administration was to institute
an investigation into the causes producing
Lhis inereased cost of living; and knowing,
as | do, the gentlemen ocenpying the 'rea-
sury beneh, and realising that they have
so much at heart the interests of the
country, I feel sure that if it be found
possible to remove these artificial causes

they will bhe removed, and the peo-
ple  will obtain  the necessities of life
at something like reasonable prices.

T have stated that the eost of living was
an item or element to be considered when
wages were being fixed or apportioned,
and we know, too, that the day is past
when the wages were a mere matter of
supply and demand. T think it will be
conceded even by hon. members on the
other side of the House that wages should
not be in this couniry of ounrs a matter
of mere supply on the one hand and de-
mand on the other, and the time has
artived in our conception of economics
when the law of supply and demand, as
applied to the wages of the working man,
must disappear for ever from our schoal.
What really is and must be the basis and
the irreducible minimuwm is not the law
of supply and demand, but rather what
it costs to maintain in decent comfort a
working man having family interests at
stake. When this working man with a
family to maintain and support finds that
he has to pay a good deal more for the
necessaries of life than he ought to under
normal conditions, it is time to call out
for an amelipration of the existing set of
circumstances, for, after all, if the wages
he is getting have not the purchasing
power they had a few years ago, and no
increase has taken place, he is bound to
be worse off; therefore, while it has been
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necessary fo increase the minimum wage
of the employees in the railways in order
that they may maintain their families in
comfort, had the cost of living been taken
into aecount, and had it been recognised
that there were artiffcial condiiions exist-
ing which should net exist, it would nol
have been necessary.to heap this extra
burden on the community. I find also
that the Government iulend to introduece
an amendment of the Arbifration Aet,
and I hope that the fixing of a minimum
wage on some such reasonable or seientific
basis as I have mentioned will be taken
into aceount, and that also some power
will be given io the court whereby they
can grade employees, fixing not only the
minimum wage but also inereasing the
minimum by gradations to correspond
with the years of service, experience, and
capabilities of the man whose case the
eourt 15, for the time being, considering.
The Government announce their infention
of introducing a measure to remedy the
existing set of circumstances as regards
the Public Serviee appeal board, and
never was a remedy wove heeded. With-
out reflecting in the slightest degree on
the present Public Service Commissioner,
I do say that it was ridiculons in the ex-
treme and unjust, not only to the oeceu-
pant of the position but much more to
ilie public service at large, that he should
have been compelled to sit as judge on
cases which he had alveady decided. The
{wo others who sal with him represented
the respective parties to the appeal, and
the Public Service Commissioner oecupied
the ridiculous position of being arbiter
of cases he had already adjudicated upon.
I am very pleased to find from the
Speech that this, at any rate, will be
amended. There are many grievances of
the public service whiech T hope will be
taken into consideration at the same time.
L think that every large employer of,
labour—and the Government in their ve-
lation to the publie service are employers
of labour—should make some provision
whereby a gratuity, or pension, or mone-
tary eonsideration of some kind should
be paid to an employee on his retirement,
or to his widow or dependants if he dies
whilst in the service. That should he

done not only by the Goverment but by
every large employer, and 1 hope that the
Government will set an example to others
in this matter. Under the Public Service
Act as it stands now we find that some
provision is made for insurance but this
provision is noi at all adequate, and 1
believe that in many justances it is being
entively neglected. The provision for in-
surance may at the most give a man, who
has spent his whole life in the service, a
sum of £200 to retire upon and last him
to the end of his days. Thatl is altogether
inadequate, and I trust that the Ciovern-
ment will take this matter into cousidera-
tion when framing the amendments, and
see if sometling cannot be dooe whereby
either a decent refiring allowanee will be
paid, or a systeci of pensions, based on
some seientific principle, will he earried
into effect. There are many ways of
doing that, amongst them contributions
from the service and, perhaps, from the
Government, but this is a detail which
ean be left to the Government and their
officers. All T urge is that the Govern-
ment should in this matter set a prowpt
example to private employers. It is not
a mere matter of generosity, but rather
a matter of justice to employees whe have
done long service, or who have died in
harness. I notice that the Government
intend also to introduce an amendment to
the Early Closing Act. This amendment
comes not a day too soon. Whilst in the
Eastern States it has been customary for
some considerable time past, at any rate
in the capital cities, that the employees
in the shops should get their Saturday
afternoon free, the custom here, except
for a brief interrcgnum, has been all the
other way about. I have never been able
to see any reason why these shop assisi-
ants should be treated in this matter iu
any way different from other wage
earners. There is no reason why they
should not have their Saturday afternoons
free when everybody is having thein free.
The present Wednesday afternoon closing
is a sort of hybrid arrangement, being
neither a holiday nor a working day.
Both employers and employees are agreed
in advocating the abolition of the Satwr-
day opening, and I hope that in a very
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short time we will find the shop assistants,
and others in similar occupations, con-
ceded this right, so that they ecan enjoy
their week-end holidays just the same as
employees in oiher avocations. Every-
body in this community finds it necessavy
during the summer months, with the hot
days and tepid nighis, to have a week-end
respite for vest and enjoyment. Hitherto
the shop assistants have been debarred
from this, and I shall be pleased to see a
measure introduced by which they will
be able to take the same advantages as
other people of the natural resources of
river and sea which this City possesses.
I should have liked to have seen soms
reference in the Speech fo the early
establishment of the University, but I
understand that matter is being assidu-
ously pursued by the Government at the
present time. I am auxions to see this
- eoping stone placed on our educational
establishment. We have a large enough
population io support a university now;
many of the wniversities at the present
time most noted throughout the world
were established witlh small beginnings,
and not as great a prospect of success as
we have in Western Australia to-day.
After all, it is not neecessary Ihat we
should have buildings in order fe estab-
lish a university, becanse a university is
not a thing of bricks and movtar but
rather of human beings and souls. Tt
will not be necessary for ws lo wait till
we can afford extensive grounds and an
elaborate Lype of buildings, If we have
the growing youth of this State to receive
education in the higher educational walks,
even in such buildings as we have at
present at our disposal, and take such
other measures fto instruct them as we
can with onr present meagre resources,
we will find our university established.
Let us leave to the future the elaborate
grounds and trappings and dress which
belong to university culture of a high
order, and let us get together a university
of living, palpitating heings, and every-
thing else will come in time. YWe must
have this university in order o correlate
all the sfages of our present system of
education. We have now our primary
and secondary schools, and all we want

to complete the educational edifice is the
university. e must have that correlation
so that a boy beginning at the kinder-
garten and going through the primary
and secondary schools may finish at the
university, and, if neeessary, go in for
rezeaveh work.
Sititng suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
Mr. DWYER: 1 was referring to the
matter of university education. T will
just conclude my remarks on that point
by stating that I hope when the new Uni-
versity is established it will be made ahso-
lutely free to all who can avail them-
selves of the education there offered. I
make the qualifieation of being able to
avail themselves of the education there
offered, becanse I think there must be
some limit or other, and the limit I would
place is this—that the boy or youth who
would take advantage of this free uni-
versily system should be able to display
some mark or characferistic that would
indicate that he will be able to reap the
full advantage of the expenditure of the
State in organising, eqnipping, and estab-
lishing this University. There is a matter
in the Governo’s Speech which peculiarly
and particularly affects me as the repre-
sentative of Perth in this House, that is,
the Bill which is to be introduced to amend
the Local Courts Act. This may seem a
small matter, but inasmuch as it affects
everv trader and every business person in
Perth. it is a matter of grave and urgent
importanee; and not only so to Perth,
but 1t extends its ramifications vight
thronghout the whole of the State, par-
tieularly in any town of importance, The
present Act and the vegunlations framed
under it seem to be peculiarly insli-
tuted for no other reason almost but to
put every obstacle in the way of a credi-
tor and put every assistance in the hands
of the dishonest debtor. In addition te
that, the proeeedings under the Act are
s¢ cumbersome as to make it almost far-
cical. When it is remembered that for a
deht of a few shillings or a few pounds
one has to go through the same method
of procedure as if the debt amounted to
hundreds, with the issue of plaints.
summonses, and affidavits and documents
of that kind; and when in additien to
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thal one has to go through a more cum-
bersome form of procedure and a great
many more forms than to issue a Supreme
Court proceeding where the amount
elaimed may run inlo thousands, it is seen
some amendment io this Act is essential.
I think when the Act is amended it should
be endeavoured to establish it possible a
court of summary jurisdiction for very
small amounts, To have the time of the
magistrate of the local court taken up in
deciding elaims of a few pounds seems
vidieulons and an ulter waste of public
rime and moeney. | hope (he opinions of
the business people and of the legal prae-
tilioners will be obtained in order if pos-
sible to ebtain a fair and workable Act
that will commend ifself to the legal prae-
titioners and at the same time (o the
husiness people at large. Under the pre-
sent eircumstances the litigants who go
to the eourt in the form of plaintiffs have
frequenlly, because of the rules there,
which give them small costs—practically
nd costs-——when the amount is under ten
pounds, and no costs when the amount is
under two pounds, to pay the piper every
time, and frequently they reap no reward
whatsoever from the verdicts they receive.
T hope this Aet will receive the particular
attention of the Ministry so that this
anomalous conditions of things may be
amended. People have been groaning
under if, complaining about it for years
—in faet, ever since the new Act was
paseed and the new runles promulgated—
but all to no effect. Now, however, we have
a Ministry which has laid to itself the
task of remedying the evils which affect
the community, bul I hope in this case
the remedy will he of far-reaching effect
and that we will have a local court which
is not only conveniently workable but
which will also enable the honest ereditor
to recover the amount due and which will
not assist the dishonest debior to evade his
lepal and moral responsibilities. In the
matter of the proposed Criminal Appeal
Bill, we have an effort that is being made
to bring our law into consonance with the
present law in England. There they have
had a Criminal Appeal Aect passed and
estsablished for some years, and it has
been found to work well and very con-

vemently, When hon. members recollect
that, while in the case of a small amount
recovered in the loeal eourt or the Su-
preme Court it is possible to go to the
Full Conrt for an expression of opinion
and, furthermore, to go to the High Court,
and even to the Privy Couneil, and when
they also remember that when it is not a
mero matter of money buti lives and per-
sons that arve concerned, personal liberty
at stake, thers is no chance whatsoever
for an appeal from a decision of a judge
and jury, then I think members will ses
it is high time this state of things was
put an end to. It scems practically use-
less to state that a man’s liberty is dearer
to him than all his personal helongings
and possessions; yet while we find that
over his persomal belongings and posses-
stons the law places a mantle of protection
around him in the shape of appeals from
the decision of one eourt to another, where.
his personal lberty is involved in the
highest form of criminal tribunal, in a
case heard before the Supreme Court in
its eriminal jurisdietion, there is ahso-
lutely no appeal whatsoever except in
a case where a case may be stated by
the judge for the opinton of the Tull
Conrt. T hope this appeal eourt will be
so established as to remedy some of the
glaring effects of the vagaries of our
juries, I am glad to see the Government
have taken the personal liberties of all
the subjects of this State into considera-
tion in establishing bevond all question
that they will have the opportunity of
bringing on appeal before the highest
tribunal in a eriminal court of appeal,
the question of guilty or not guilty in
eriminal eases. thereby helping to safe-
euard the lives and liberties of the ecitizens
of this State, The member for Moore
(Hon. H.B. Lefroy} has said ihat although
there were great prineiples laid down in
the speeches delivered by members of this
parly on the hustings, he did not see any
sizns or tokens of them in the Governor’s
Speech.  The hon. member must have
heen rather hlinded by his own predis-
position in this matter. Tf he had looked
carefully into the Governor’s Speech he
would have found that the prineiples em-
bodied in the speeches made on the hust-
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ings prior to the general elections have
been, so far at any rate as the work lo
he accomplished this session is coneerned,
laid down clearly and distinctly as the line
of policy in the Governor’s Speech.
Nothing ean be accomplished all at once,
or soon; and there is no doubt that Min-
isters require time to make themselves
acquainted with the details of depart-
mental workings; but so far as it goes,
the Governor's Speeeh is an announce-
ment of policy and projected legislation
which any Government might be proud
of. The hon. member has also said that
the agriecultural policy of the Govern-
ment, particularly with respect to water
supply, would have been carried out had
the old Ministers remained in office. Ti
is all very well saying that; but, unfortu-
nately for the hon. member, facts ecou-
tradict it. The hon. member must know
quite well that the Ministers who vacated
their positions could have done mueh while
they were in office to have iaken steps {o
ameliorale the conditions brought on this
counlry by the drought we are now feel-
ing; but they did not move an inch, they
did not stir a hand te do so.

Mr. Mitehell: Youn are wrong.

The Premier: The hon. member spent o
lot of money but did very little.

Mr. DWYER: There was much talk of
sympathy, bul words like everything else
are cheap. When it came to Lhe point
of doing something and  aecomplishing
something, it was left to the Labour Min-
isters fo bring into effect some remedial
measures for the relief of settlers in the
agricnltural distriets. Not only was it
left for them to do, but they grappled
witl: it at once, and one of the first steps
on taking office was to relieve the setllers
in the drought-stricken districts. The hon.
member has also said that we on this side
of the House were of the opinion that the
land should find the money for every-
thing, T do not know why the hon, mem-
ber should say that. But if he means
that the land is the primary source of all
wealth, directly and indireetly, he is cor-
rect. On the other hand, if he means that
bon. members on this side helieve that
every burden should be laid on the land
and on nothing else; then he is wmerely

-
.

talking for the benefit of the settlers. in
the farming districts, or rather he is
merely talking to gain the applause of the
unthinking residents of the farming dis-
triets; because while the land is the: pri-
mary sources, divectly or indirectly, of all
wealih, T am sure Ministers do not intend
to relieve any poriion of the State;.or
any class of the State, from their rightful
burden of taxation. All must bear the
expense in connection with the carrying
on of the government of the country; and
that every effort will be made, as it has
been foreshadowed in the Governor's
Speech, to alleviate the distress existing
in the agricultural comrmunities, is a direct
contradiction of the statement that mem-
bers ou this side of the House say the
Governnment intend to tax all the land and
let everything else escape. If fresh
burdens of taxation have to be laid, and
perhaps they may, I am sure thaft Min-
isters will find places whereon to rest
thew without injuring any class of the
community, and that they will have the
burden shared equaliy by all. I trust that
it will be found that no member on this
side of the House will, as has been sug-
gested, endeavour to erush individuality
in any shape or form. We hope to see
the best individual, traits developed for
all they are worth because owe of our
leading aets and one of our post import-
ant prineiples s that of giving equal op-
portunily to all, and that means nothing
if it does nof mean the developmeni in all
of that individuality which resides there,
provided the individuality is for the gaod
of the community. Any good individual
trait whieh may be characteristic of any
person or any body of persons here will
he given fair scope fo display iigelf, and
if it iz commendable fo the Governient
and if it is for the interests of the eountry
at large, it will be given every opportu-
nity lo develop. T will eonclude by thank-
ing hon. members for the patience wiih
which they have listened to me during this
my first speech in this Assembly., We
have been singularly blessed in that we
possess a land practieally fiowing with
milk and honey, a land where the reward
remains to be gained and gleaned by any-
one possessing enterprise, and a land to
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which nature has been most bountiful in
its gifts. T hope hon. members on both
sides of ihe House will endeavour to culti-
vate and develop the natural resources of
this country, and by so doing show that
they are true patriots of their country,
and are endeavouring so far as they can,
and consistent with their position 23
politicians on either side of the House,
to develop all ihe latent resources of this
country and make it the foremost among
tre States of Australia. Since natore has
been so kind it will be unkind on our
part not 1o co-operate with its efforts and
not to do what we can to develop them.
So far as members on this side of the
House are eoncerned—-and [ think I may
speal even more than personally—we are
lere tepresenting the people with the
fixed purpose and intent of developing all
the resourees in this eountry for the good
of all classes of the community. That
will be onr object and we trust that all
members of the House will assist us
towards that end.

On motion by Mr, Mitchell, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 7.50 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY, Sessional Committees were ap-
pointed as follow:—

Standing  Orders  Committee,—The
Hon. the President, the Chairman of
Committees, Hon. M. L. Moss, Hon. R.
Pennefather, and the mover.

Printing Commitiee.—The President,
Hon. W, Patrick, and the mover.
Library Committee.—The President,

Hon. W, Kingsmill, Hon, Sir J, V.
Hackett.
Honse  Committee.—The President,

Hon, Sir E, H. Wittenoom, Hon. J. .
Dodd, Hon. A. G. Jenkins, Hon. B. C.
O’Brien.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. M. L, Moss, leave
of absence for the remainder of the ses-
sion granted to Hon. F. Connor on the
ground of urgent private business.

BILL—GAME,

Introduced, on motion by Hon. W.
Kingsmill, and vead a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third day.
Debate reswumed from the previous day.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): Since the
last meeting of Parliament there has been
a pgeueral election, with the result, which
is well known, of a new party having
come to power to rule the affairs of this
country for the next three years, and
as a member of a non-party House I con-
gratulate my friend, Mr. Drew, on having
assumed the responsible and onerous
position as leader, and his colleague, Mr.
Dodd, on having attained Cabinet rank.
As a vesnlt of by-elections we have
amongst ns two new members, Mr. Do-
land and Mr. Davis. 'They come to this
Chamber as direct nominees of the La-
bour party, and I think these gentlemen,
after having had some experience of this
Chamber, will easily come to the conelu-
sion that every measure (hat comes to this
Chamber for the consideration of mem-
hers is dealt with fairly and on its merits,
irrespective of the party responsible for
its introduction. I congratulate hoth
these genilemen on having hecome mem-
bers of this House. 1 hope when they
have the opportunity of knowing more
abont the methods and business of this
Chamber, instead of being advoeates for
a reduetion of the franchise, with a view

b
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